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THY. PRESEYTERIAN CRURCH I WISOONSIH

The Presbyterian Church entersd Wiseonsin Territory shorn
of mueh of her pover and glory. She ceme not in solid phelanx,
united against a comson foe; but & house thrice divided mgainst
itaelf in the thross of sehism, desertion, and ecclesiastisal
4tvoree,

It was an age of disruption and scandal in the body of
onrtat,

The astivities of the Campbella=-father and son--origi-
nating In Western Pannsylvanin, passed through the Mospitable
housshold of the Baptiste, and cmme to eulong rest n their own
dentity as Disoiples of Christ (1)

Joseph Smith's great Normon perversion of Christianity
ome to jass in those days (2]

The Unitarinna, those grandsons of the Socindi—unole and
nephew; <tore n ©b loose from the body of thelr Gongregational
brethron, and fashioned u ohuroh 1n their owa xage, in the twi-
gt of the edghtesnth century, ant Teacdeled £t in JALS slone
tho 1inen of Channincts aréhitecture.

Later the Congregntionalists broaght Hartford Theologiosl
featnary to BATth to sosbat the slleged errors of Yale Divintty
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Sehool, and following this, forese bushnall, under the influence
of Samiel Taylor Coleridge, was giving volse o & new philosophy
of relizion based ou "the witness of the Teliglous feeling.”

The Episcopal Ohurch was finally disrupted by the Contro-
versy between the high chureh and the evangelidel parties, and
414 vot Tind peace until after the Civil War.

The Methodists in 1844 split three ways on the issus of
slavery. And the Baptists following their example, divided =
your later for the same omuse.
soandal of Christienity, in
he of

our own contribution to th:
the first instanse, roots desply in a Yew Znglend heat
1785 that tersinated in o ¥hiladelphia heartache of 1097, In
the %ast the Preshyterien Chureh vas assosinted with 8 aister
sammnion whose body was siskened by the Usitarimn heresy. Dr.
Cutting Narsk, apostle to the Stookbridge Indians in Wissonsin,
1a probadly the personifioation of Presbyterian resstion to Usi-
tariantan in the carly days; and the Nachen movemsnt in our own
tines wns the volee of radionl contempt for any religlous inter-
protation that ightly regards the Bidlisel canoaption of the
Trintty, or aserfbes a low estisate to the full Deity and Seviour-

hood of Jesus Christ.

In New Snglant  new world ws trying to find itself. 014
Worla Presbyterisss from eotland and Irslmizittle difriculty
1n adopting Congregatiopalism, Their influsncs, however, began
o modify the polity of their adopted ohurch towsrds Presbyter-




iandam untdl n wave of remction swept the mind of that body back
to

"rigld independency.”

In 1601 & plan of union was formed by the Congregational
General of and the General
Assembly, whareby Presbyterisns ani Congregationalists agresd to
cooperate in hone and foreign sissionary work, until it was re-
pudisted by the €14 Sohool Presbyterians in 1857 and by the Congre-
gationalists in 1852 (3), The plen had momo splendid foatures;
but in the 1ight of history both Churches suffered by the venture.
The Fresbyterians gnined a multitude of members and most of the
newly organized congrogntions. Hut in her prosperity she lost
something of her own soul; for many of tho newly organied churhes
were not Presbyterian, either by practice or comvietion, By this
nuserigal gain the Prosbyterian Church lost semething of her
#ssentinl gentus, whioh I hold to be, not her ereednl standards
slone, whioh she shares at lenst in part with mich of Christendon;
but in the diseipline of her priceless polity, which appeals only
o the opirit of represeutative demcorecy. Mr. Fitler would
never establish a Presbyterian Ohureh in the third ietohl

1n 1810 the Aserissn Board of Comaiasioners for Yoreism
Nisslons vas orgmized by Presbyterims and Congregationalists;
and supported by their joint leadership and contributions, Later
the Amsrioan Home Nissiomary Soolety wes organized by the ssme
prinaiple and jointly supported by the same people. These two
sgencies were tho aooredited Boards of the Presbyterian Church
until 1857, It is, therefors, not  matter for congratulation

3
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that we celebrats’ the Centsnnialef the Board of Forelsn Mjesions
st yoar; our grandfathors should have dane that before we were
vornl

Judge Stevens, n Preshyterian laymn, patented a plantation
on the satern shoro of Ghessponks Bay 1n 1665 mnd onlled 1t Febo-
both, Eighteen yoars later Frmuols Nskemie, ploneer Prasbyterian
Rintater fron the Prembytery of Laggan, Ulster, Irelas, pronched
at dehovoth; and in 170 under his apirit and lesdership, the
f1rat Presbyter on imerisan soil wes orgmnized st Fhiladelphis,

One hunired and thirty-one yoars was too long a period for
Prestyterian Ghuroh to be organized on Amerioan noll without

ta own fioard of Foreign Misalons. And fifty years was too great
# dolay on the pevt of the Genersl Assembly itself. (4)

In the sans yesr that Tadge Stevens wes getting established
an the enstern shors of Chessyesks Say, the Franeh Jewult priest,
Father Clusde Alloves, vas builoing bin ohapel of bark for the
Kinaton of the Soly Spirit at La Pointe 'Eeprit, (a0t on Wadslnine”
Telond where tho smerionn sosré etsblishes the first mission), vut
on the vestern share of Chequanegon Bey. The atholies begen
foraign wisston vark n Aeries without delsy.

The imerioen Frosbyterien Ohureh was recrulted from tws sain
sourees apart fron the tifes Gigiisration. The irst of thess
sourosn flowed from the dososniants of Seoteh-Irish parentage; and
the socond from New Sugland wncestry. Those 1atter wers inclined
%o gronter dootrinal ant administrative froedom whioh brought on a

.
(4) Yormed in 1788.



©0l1iston of views, whioh taken togetier with other comtributing
oauses, brousht sbout the tragle disruption of 1637, when the
Ghureh was torn into two nesrly ejusl parts by the exsision of
thres aymods in New York and one in Ohio by the General Assembly
meeting at Piadelpids. These exoinded synods orgenived themselves
1nto what is known ss the New Sohool Presbyterian General Assembly.
The contimlng body of the Chureh was kuown as the 014 Sehool
General Assenbly; and for a period of yeers, corresponding In time
to the 1ife of Christ from the eradls to the oross, the Presby-
terien Church had mo united witness to ofer during thase forma-
tive years of Wiseonsin history,

If the first onuse of disuption rooted deeply in an extrens
1fbernl heresy, the second, strange to relats, was rooted in
ovengelistic zeal. This earlier disruption of 1610 was completed
1n the year that the Ameriosn Soerd was organized., When the grest
Tevival of 1797-1503 resched Kentuoky, conversions were so rapid
that an eduseted ministry could not be found to take oare of them,
The Cusberland Presbytery attempted to mlve the jroblem in the
same way that some of our Wisconsin presbyteries have doms in the
paat, namely, ordein men to the minfstry who could mot mest the
sducat fonal requirements of our Church.

Yor this sause the Synod of Kentuoky dissolved the Presbytery
of Ousberland in 1808 without supplying them with say other solution
for their problem. After walting four ysars for & change of heart
on the part of the Synod, the Presbytery of Cusberland reorganized
without suthority; and sinee both the Synod and General Assembly



retusad to recognize this juilsatory, it continued an independent
existence es the Cuymberland Presbyterian Chureh until 1906 when
the bremch was only partially healed. (5)

I havo sketohed this earlier desoriptive history briefly,
besauss 1t has a bearing on the esrly history of the Fresbyterisn
Ghuron 1n Fissonsin.

The first Proabyterian Chureh to be orgmnized on Wisconsin
8011 wan not effectod by elther liow Sohool or 014 Sehool Churshes;
nor yot. by the Asarionn Besrd or the fmeriomn fNoms Missionary
Soslety; but by the outlawed Oumberland Presbyterian Ohurok, whose
avangelistic zenl spread fron Nashvills, Temesses ovorlend to
Frairis au Ohien, whero the Sev. David lowrey organized a Cusber-
1and Presbyterton Ghuroh in 1834 and beowne its first ministers
Lay evangelism was carried on at Prairfe du Ghien ss early os the
£a1l of 1627 by Mr. Josoph Nontfort Strest of the Cusberlend
Presbyterian Churoh. (5) Thele Pointe Churoh, orguiised August
20, 180, was the first organisation of o Congregationsl Chureh
within the present linite of Wisconsin. (7)

The third omuse of alsruption may be seen in soaisl, politi~
©oal and philosophicel arens, In 1887 New Sohool presbyteries in
slave holding staten seceded from the New Sehool Asserbly, smd in
1861 the 014 Sehool presbyteries in the same arca seperated from
the mother Churoh. Two years later these presbyteries from both

ohools united to form the Presbyterian Churah of the Confederate
Cunberland Generel Assesbly was
] 2

formed
- Stzeet susosaded Niohalas Botivin s Todfon Agsnt. 1n 1627,
‘Davidson "Unnamed Wisconain® e 167.



States of imeries, now the Presbyierian Ohureh in the United States.
4 they continue wnto this dsy to abide slome in their own house,
on the fundmuental prinolgle that the Churoh is purely  spiritunl
institution, and as such, must abstain from legislation with
reference to political questions.

Prior to 1837 (or porhaps 1646 when the first 014 Sohool Pres-
bytary was fomed), with the exoeption of the Cusberland Ohureh
noted above, the Presbyterian Churoh was vepresented in Tisconsin
Territory by the inarigsn Soard or the Aserican Hoss Misslonary
Soslety. New Sohool Presbyterians in Wiseonsin were reprasented
by these ngenotes until 1670 when the Chureh was re-untted,

This olose or nt
alists nakes 1t d1fficult to dlagnose the ouse, and ldentify, and
claapify Prosbyterian nctivities apd interesw Dut this can be
sald, until 1657, whether the lnister himself wes Presbyterisn
or Gongregational, the work (with the exseption of the Cumberland
Churen activitiss) was both.

The earlust work of Prasbyterian partiotpation in ¥iseonsin
Territory, was in 1820. On June 16th the Rev. Jedediah Norse,
father of the inventor of the telegrash, landed at Mackinaw (Kich-
1gan Torritory) and pronched the first Protestant serson that had
een heard in ten yoars. From there he weat to Oreen Bay usler
the jotnt assigmment of United Syates comsissioner, and agent for
the Northern Misstonary Sosiety of Few York. Or. Norse was a Con-
Erogetional (7) minister and the Soofsty vas, itmelf or its soom



successor, the United Forelgn Missionary Soolety, an authorized
agenoy for Presbyterians, Dyton Reformed, and Assooiste Reformed.
o preahed at Green Bay, but ¢id mot organize a ohureh.

Tho next minister, wo note, was & Presbyterian, the Rev.
Jesse Hiner who was & nissionary to the Stockbridge Indians from
July, 1827, unt{l his death arch 22, 1820, The church had been
pastorless since its organization in 1818. The Stookbridge chureh
was organized by the third gemeration of Sergeants on "Fridny, 24th
of July, of that year," in New Stookbridge, New York, mnd not at

(now Hew 1n July, 1734, by

the first John Sergeant, as it is 80 popularly and erroneously
suppossd, Neither is the Wisconsin ohurch the one that was organ-
1704 st Stookbridge, Nessechusetts in 1785 with sixteen members,
for the purpose of removal and settlement st New Stookbridge, New.York,
and to which Sanson Ocoun ministered. The new churoh was organized
for the purpose of removal, according to Furitan custom, mnd con-
sisted only of those families who wers removing to a mew settle-
ment. Rev. Cutting Marsh in hs report to the Soeiety in Scotland

under date of August 1, 1833, says, "This churoh was orgunized in
Tew Stookbridge, New York, July 24, 1618, and consisted of sleven
meabers, four males and seven females,” one of whom was the notable
John Metoxen, This Indian congregation was the first organized
Protestant Chureh in Wisconsin. Nobody would dispute this claim.
Upon the death af Jesse Xiner, Rev. Cutting Narsh came to the
Stookbridges in 1850 and remained for elghteen years as their mis-
slonary. When Dr. Marsh first owme he was just plain Presbyterian;
after the aisruption he was a New School Presbyterisn. Cutting




Marsh was both physisien and orangelist, the oritislms of Dr.
o Miller, his Methodist collsague, Rotwithstending.

Prosbyterians, sxospt local congregations, wers mot organ-
1zed in Wisconsin Territory wmtil Jmuary 17, 1639, when "The
Presbytery of Wiseonsin® was forned. The name wes ehanged on
July 5th to “Ihe Prosbytery of Milwsukee.” The original mesbers
were Rov. G1lbart Orewford, Noses Ordway, Lemusl liall, and Cyrus
Niohola; ¥lder damisl Himsan, Firet Prosbyterian Ohuroh of ¥il-
waukee; and Doncon As Clarke, Congregational Oniroh of Prairie
ville (now Waukesha). One kesnly minses that rine spirited
Statesburg (later Stoskbridge) missiomary, Cutting Marsh. While
this Prosbytery was thoroughly Presbyterian, having adopted the
Confesaion of Faith and the Book of Disoipline, it wes mot
affiliates with efther Assembly.

Thoro wero perhaps thres reasons why it did not afriliste;
1n the first jlece, 1t was not constituted by an ast or by the
suthority of any Assembly; sscond, it was couposed of both mew
80h001 And 014 sahool ministers and churoheu} and third, there
wan an inelplent desire for cooparative union with the Congrega-
tlonalints, This oan be uderatood whan we oousider that therewers
Gongragationsl arfiliates in this firsv Presbytery. In fact,
Deacon Asa Olarke from the Congrogational Church at Prairieville

(Waukesha) was & delarate nd eafoysd the privilases of = corres-
pondine member,

& The Presbytery was not destined for lomg life. At its next
neeting on July 5, 1639, the nums was ohanged Lo "The Presbrtery
of Nilwaukee." Stephen Peot and Jeremlah Forter had became



‘members, and some Congregational ministers had been received. The
48 iStz0a Congregatiosalists were sot satistied with Prastyterim

%, 0 & new wns soucht 1n the
so-oalled “plan of union,” known to history as the Presbyterisn
and Gongregations) Gonvestion of ¥iseonsin, whish wes formed on
Octaber 6, 1840, at the oity of Troy. The Fresbytery cessed to
funotion. They thought they wers merging it with the mew organi-
aabion, but aotually they sbandoned 1t 1ike some old mission, for
want of understanding of its character and worth. The only thing
that mergec was its Minute) book whick becsse the instrumsat of
record for the new organization.

The new organization made a provision that newly formed
ohurches should be either Presbyterian or Congregstiomal sccording
0 mmjority eholee at time of constitution. It was pretty gener-
ally felt that a permanent and self-perpstuating organization hed
boen formed.

It was the most Christisn effort of the age at inter-desomi-
nationa} aooperation, but the need of the Age wAs cooperation by
oomity and not by sbsorption. The whole venture was o mistake ani
a fatlure in spite of all of fts friends. In the firse place,
suoh n Barger” was & contredistion in temas. It is tapoosidle
that two opposing palities, sontrary by thelr very genius, sem be
merged. It would be as easy to merge the Aepublican snd Damoorstis
partles with each reteining its own 1dentityl One onu be sbandoned
1n the Lnterests of the other, or both ean bo deserted for a neut-
Fal third, but they camot be mergsd. If thers had been e single
scolesiastionl lawyer mmong thes it would never have happemed.
The Presbytery never merged, it vas abwndoned, and 1ike the hous
10 1/



of Seripture, was left "empty, swept and garnished.” The elsim of
the Convention Farrstive of 1845 that "Oongregationaliste and
are here emphatisally ome " was easen-

t1a1ly true in that the "one demonination” wns wholly Congregationel.

e whole destiny of sarly Wisonsin Fresbyterianima turnsd
on the meantag of a single purase; and that phrase wes, that the
Presbyterian and Oongregational Convention of Wisconsin should be
independent, rather than representative in polity. The Gongrega-
tionalists, without any selfish design, were wiser than the Pres-
byterians. They 414 not like the Presbyterian flag they had been
assoslating with for mors than a yesr, nor d1d they like repre-
sentative polity any better, and they said so. It is & mistaken
Teading of history to assume that the Congregntionalists d1d mot

have @ Convention of their own at the time the plan of union wes

offectet. They did have, at Troy, and the Comvention was competent
o transaot business. Stephen Peet says so definitely (8)s’ -The
omly renson why the Congregstionalists dis not procsed with s
separate organizetion was beoause the Presbyterians abandoned
theirs. It was the latter who made the overtures and conoessions.
The Congregationalists stand absolved by the Record, which I have
rond.

Time doss not permit that I shall dwell further ou this,
only to say that the nlternatives for Presbyterians in the mew
organization wers fust two: elther become Congregatiomslists, or
witharaw, Our Green Bay Presbyterian Church, now Union Comgrega-

(8) Stephen Pest "History of Churches in Wisconsin® p.26.
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tlona), and the Ousberlant Presbyterisn Chureh which beomse Congre-
gntional in 1006, are sufficlent evidence for o brosd an affirsa-
tlon. This was the very thing the Comgregationalists chviously

saw 1f the jolity of the plan of union should be repressutative,

and thorefore deslined to be sbsorbed or withdrew later. 4 losal
ohuroh that hed chosen Presbyterian polity, was completely sut off
from any Presbyterian Julicatary and has mo right of appesl to the
General Assembly, ALl the substitute courts wero Oorgregational,
and you oannot have Presbyterian polity in a Congregntional Court,
11 the gesturss in thet direstion motwithetending.

The Presbyteriens susteined losses by this veatare from
Which they 414 not besin to resover until that period from the
Feunton of 1670 to the dawn of the twentleth century, The hew

watle s tine proved,
oarried the trade mavk of the whols Presbyterien Chureh until
1864, Yo group of men in our Church ever hed the right to eive

1%s nams to any sister commmion. Dut agein the Congregstion-
alists stand wbsclved from all respomsibility, sinse at its
organization, only two of the nine ministers of Presbytery were
formarly Congregationalists, the owher seven being Presbyterien,
of both sehools. Of the sixtesn churohes represanted, one-half
were Presbyterian, The only oriticiss that may justly be made
1s that a sister communion shoald 50 long sontimie to use & name
that oan senresly bo Tegarded as & 1iability when 1t owns to
roorutting looal churoh membership fro= Presbyterien sources ss
well as from thelr own fine treditions.
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¥or the mext six years there wes no Prosbyterian arganiza-
tion in Wisoonein Territory, exeept looal mlp-‘-zim, etther
affiliates with the an B
or oxisting as independent units, but there wers liternlly
tundreds of Presbyterians.

Dissatisfaction soon began to smsert {tself mmome the
brathren of the new organization which was Presbyterisn only in

The 0u 8. Assombly of 1346 formed all 0. 5. churches in
Wisoonsin Territory into the Presbytery of iisconsin (this was

the second Prosbytary of this name), and it was attached to the
Synod of I1linois. In rive years, 0. S. Prosbyterimns hed in-
oronsed to twenty-nine ministers; tairty churches, asd eight
hundred seven members. By an aot of the 0. S. ASsembly of 1851
the Presbytory of Wiscousia wes, like all Gaul, divite:d into

three parts, the mames of whiok ware the Presbyteries of Dene,
Milwaukee (this is the sscand Prostytery of Miiwauksel and
¥innobego; and the 0. S. Synod was orgenized st Yort Vimnebago,
now Portage, October 1, 1851, alaoat sleven yours after the for-
mation of the and don.  Ghippevs
Presbytery 0. 8. was orgenized in 1856, From 1860-1870 it was
affilistes with the Synod of St. Paul. Lake Superior Presbytery
0. 3. was organised August 19, 1857, and transferred to the Synod
of 5t. Paul in 1860. After a procarious existence and further

constitution by notion of the General Assesbly of 1858, "1t

finally passed out of existene in 1861 or 1862," (9)

(9) John M. Barnett - "History of Lake Superior Presbytery”
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Dissent within the Convention inoressed until in 1851 the
7irst Presbyterion Chureh (now Dmanuel) of Milwaukes withdrew
from the Convention, and together with the church at ¥alker’s
Folnt, and throe ministers--iev. Williwm . Spencer, Heve Sii 5.
Tunter, Do Duy and Reve M. Steels, formed the N. 8. Fresbytery of
Milwukoo (this in the thind Presbytery of Nilwwukes, snd nome of
thes related)s Yox River Prosdytery N. 5. was formed in 1881
Oolumbus Presbytery N. 8. in 1856; ani Lake Superior Presbytery
. 8. on Septesber 11, 1857, by the Symod of Kichigen and wes
tranaferrad to the Synod of Wissonsin at ite own recusst in 1968,
Those four presbyteries composed the H. S. Symod of ¥isconsin
whioh was organized October 10, 1857, &t Colusbus. Previously,
new wokool presbyteries wers attached to the Synod of Fearia,

H. 5., or a8 we have noved above, %o the Symod of Mjehlgen.

This wes the organizationsl 1ife of Wiseomsin Presbyterisns
until 1870 when the re-uhion took plsce. The two Milwaukes Pres-
byteries were nerged into @ fourth Mlwaukes Presbytery. Yox
River merged with Winnebago and retained the mame of Winnabagoy
Golumbus and Dane merged to for Wiseonsin River Presbytery, which
in 1884 beowse Nadinon Presbyterys Lake Superior Presbytery did
ot morge but underwent isportant changee in its boundarfes in
1884 and 1899, ana in 1891 was transterred again to the Synod of
Mienigan, vetaining only the sounties of Door, Oconto, Marinette
and Ylorance in Wisconain, The Presbytery of Chippewa wes not
erged but in 1884 1t wes divided to form Ls Cromse Presbytery.
And in 1934 the Welsh Synod was diasolved by Genersl Assembly and
the Uelsh Presbytery arfilisted with the Synod of Wisconsin.

1



*The first recorded meeting of a(velsd Prosbytery is the ome held
1n %ok E1ll, & chureh in tha Welsh Prairis Presbytery, whish
ealled a bizmonthly meeting on July 1-2, 1848." (10)

The united Ohureh of 1670, with old wounds henled, increased
1n the mext thirty years 204 per cont, while the population
inaronsed by only 94 per cent. At the dawn of the twemtisth
oentury we were only 75 per oent as strong es our Congregational
brethren; today we have o pretty evenly balanced strensth, esch
Susbering sbout 37,000 neabers,

Tine preveats any thought of dsteiled develogment of the
Prosbyterisn Church in ¥isconsin, but throe enphases will
synbolize her inner life.

Tha rirst 1s evangelistio. Tho Chureh bas been genuinely
avangalistic to the core. The orthodory of so-called libersl
N. 8. Presbyterians of w century ago makes us stiffen our
rosent dny spines a 1ittle. let ne read to you frou the
Covenast to whish » pagan Offiway, o Chippewsy Indian ss you
mmm—,-.mmmmm

seace. You

s g i K
Soriptures as the rule o don:  and
eIt e tatanoe o Mis BTIR ak ehoen, you will

(20) . 3. iitems "one yndred Years of Welsh calvinistio
1om in Amers
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clonve to Hun as your chlef good, and that you wAll sive diligent
Fors and‘oxiinehooss 5o Tukily And sentet peevers
bservance

that hasoetarths danying ungodliness end worldly
1ive soberly, rightécusly, mnd godly, in this

this ohuren as s
PR T i gt T e R g g/
5 conformable to the rules of the gospel, end you soleinly covenant

meabers in Christian love, rounspeotion, sobristy
1 tads you to do with humble relisnce
the grage of God, and with an arfecting  that your vows are
high, and will be reviewed in the day of J

"ghus you solemnly covemant, promise and engage?™
Response in behalf of the church:

"l 4o now reaeive you Into our commnion snd fellowship, and
e proaise fo wateh over sou it Sheiseren m-..nm. and vendgre
love s a memher ot the b4y or Shrist,
who L haad 2 ovar o “Chings in the ahurah. his we do, .u-mny
u.xarsu s Snepiera ot Taraets oir Lord uma Ridesam
hAt both you and we may ha 24 Grooo. to be faithru’in

wiadon
ot et 33 90, Slorisy M viia Uhat Reiinems ik bomiy
fof ever,

This vas the spiritusl requirement for men recently redeemed
from paganims mnd the savage lust of cannibelism. On August 51,
1855, a som of Rev, L. H. Whesler, writing fram La Pointe Telutes
the testimony of an Ojibwey (Chippewsy) Indlan st the funeral of a
ohild, in the following reminiscence: "Once I shot a Frenohman and
blowsd his brains out. Then I out off a plece of his flesh and eat
1%, and 1t vas very good and you may have the swis for your food

on your journey,® John ¥. Davidson says that "perhaps this is the
last trece of genuine esnnivelisa in Wisconsin.* (12)

(11) 0ftbway Solemn Covenent -~ from "In Unnamed Wisconsin’
B e Deviasom B 2r8-174,
(12) "In Unnamed Wisconsin® p. 170.
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There were great revivils thea snd there must be again. As
this Gynod faces her future she cennot avold the considerstion of
» Synodienl Evangelist whose selo responsibility will be to revive
@0nd ohurohes and dead prosshers. Our Synod has  fulling evan-
golistic indewl We ommnot contimue to 5o backward. When we are
1osing more members than wo are gaining we are skabing on this lce.

T would not suggest to you old-fashione! methods in an sge
of progress, as though men had lost the power to ses visions and
drean dremms. You 4o 1ot bave to, Time itself demands wuoh
roqurrence of exphases.

¥an 0 hureh raports Ana FeRepLione over  puriod of & year
or two years, the Presbytery of oversisht ought to oall for the
Synodioal Evangelist to g3 into that field for a few wesks to
Tint out whether the preacher, the cangregation, or the comsumity
1s doads I do want to see this Synod think in terms of the curative
and restorstive powsr of the Ohrfstisa faith vorking out through
the 1ives of all ita peoples

The next emphasis that is aymbolle of the Chureh's 1ife is
the missionary inpulse. The "otherness® of relislon, the complete
inoapaoity to hoard the grace of Christ for ourselves, Owes is @
alssionery Synod. It is the oaly way we oan think straisht sheed.
If 1t hiad not Boen for the parsistent sissionary drive through
the years, we would be & small, flowsdering, minority group wmong
the ovangelical bodies. An it 18 we rate second; emly the
Mothodists have outetripped use HALf of our benevolenoss go for
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Tome Wissions, end that ien's enough. We have pennlized ourselves
both educationally and in missions enterprise by imadecuste mupport.

Tho other day I took some materisl to the printer. This is
what I wanted printed:

7Phat shall I render unto the Lort for ell his benofits
toward me?

7L wil) teke the oup of ssivation and will orll upon the
name of theiLordj I will pay my vows unto the "

Thia 1o what I resd in the proof shests:
"I will teke the oup of starvation and will eall upon
Sho"nana of tho Torda®
This is more truth than poetry. The Presbyteriens in Wiseom~

in during the last century have sterved to death s lot of glory

and pronisel Hinetsen years ago the Syaod set the minimws salary
for Tome Missionaries st §1,200.00 and ¥anse. I am orry to soy
we have mot yot attained that standard.

Gharles G. Pinney of Oberlin ouce said that no men e fit to
e @ nissfonary who oould not take an esr of corn in his pokket
and stert out for the Rooky Mowntainst If we: saw r, Fimney
starting from Ohio with onlyn ear of corn in his pooket, to do
nissionary work fn the kooky ountain ares, we would bow our heads
in revorense whils ho passed. Thers would be & moral saorifise to
£111 our hearte with shame. Sut if Mr. Fimney or the Presbyterisn
hureh wpproved eonditions tolay, that would bo the noral equivalent
of comntssioning nissionsries on an inadequate living bests, and
make that the condition fougheesing to bo or not o be Aission
aries in visconsin Synod, wo would not be greatly moved by it. It
15 moral to make n great snorifice ourselves, but it is imorel to

offer another upon the sltars of our own idsalism.
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And yet, that is in o measurs what is happeningl We are
paying our missionsries selaries, that under fized conditions,

their great strugele is to meintain thefr own integrity; to pay
heir bills and keep thelr ohina up, looking their follow menm in
the eyo. The availeble pay 16 eo small and so mush work must be
taken on, that many of our miesionaries ave halved or quartersd
and sonetines siinned alive by thelr mltiple congregntione! I ea
moved by the comparatively liaited world foreed upon the mission-
artes; but I em also equally moved by an ethical conalderstion
thet involves the integrity of the Church itself. liow any low
wage-paying Church can possibly have any message of corrective
morala for contemporary institutions is more than I sen telll

It was the Sunday School Mjssionaries and Synodienl Mission-
" mries 1iks W, D. Thomas and L. Go Smith, and Joseph Brown sad
E. Go Osmung, the lest of the old guard, that put this Synod in
the rmaing. And mow that that emphasis 1s Jast we ought to put
‘our best into the things that remain.

The third suphasts 1o educational. It has been o deep
oomaern of the Presbyterion Ciuroh in Wisconain that its people
make provision for Christisn Bduowtion in a ohureh-oontrolled

prosent endowsent, her spacious campus, her mrvelouws bulldings,
her vitsl stuent body, her competent and adequate faculty, her
notable alumi, her balanoed budgot, her ohallonging progres, and
her suscessful president, oue's imagination eould not possidly
sonjure up her past history. You probably do not kuow it, but
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we nearly starved Garroll Collsge to deathi when Gale Collses,
¥hioh has Just closed her doors, was drawing grants from our Board,
Carroll was being penalized besause she was unfortumate enoush to
have & small endovasnt that a souple of live seniors could spend
on n sumer vacationy

Maoh of the early Presbyterien Sducationsl ssphasls, uafor-
tunately, a14 mot ceater fn Carroll, but in Seloit. Stephan Teet,
{grontast of the Presbyterians assosistec with the Congregation-
slists, spest his energies in founding Seloit College and Chisago
Theologlanl Seminary. fa Mves, not beasuse of his jresching, but
beoause he eryatellized hin dremss in two liviag oduostionsl
institutions, Osrroll and Deloit were founded in the swme year,
and beoause of the founding fathers and long Presbyterisn assooin-
tion, muoh Presbyterisn money found ita way isto the treasury

#nd endowment, of Belolt at the expenss of Carrolls

Garfoll Collegs was establishe: at Waukesha by the 0. S.
Prosbyterinn Ghurch in 1846. In that same yoar the Territorial
House of Reprosentotives, by an enabling not changed the nase
fron Prairfeville Acadeny to Carroll College. That was also

the same year that tho O. S. Presbytery of Wisconsin was eon-
stituted. Ter first President was Ur. Johu A. Savage; mnd pro-
fossor 7. W. Sterling, lster of the University of wisconsin
faculty, tausht her primary classes that opening yeer.

In the first fifty years Carroll hes sesn more than two
s0ore nondenies, seminaries, and colleges open their doors. Most
of these have fulfilled their ministry and ceased to be. However,
four of these olnized the patronsge of the united ohuroh: the
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Glassion) Tnstitute of Portass, Poynette Asadeny, Gals University,

and Garroll collage, Dismlssing the two Aosdentes, the Mife of

Ve inkerited
this sollage from the Nethotlsts, snd after a suscier of o sentury
of affort and expenditure of Presbyterian noney, the Oollege wes
turned over by mitus) agreament to the Norveglen Lutheran Chursh
in 1901, On the day that Gale found a new love, arroll snould
have mng the dozology. It meent that the hous of quickensd 1ife
and grester opportunity hd davned, Tine moves viftly on. After
more than helf @ century of vielssitule and strugsle Carroll

‘/— xpnded in endowment, plant, Tasulty nnd student body. But it
ooninad for the prosent adsinistration to Gevelop Carroll fn
evory vay unti) today she holds a most honorsble place mmons a1l
our charah oolleges in Wisconsin, President ¥illtaa A. Gancteld
should be proud of the chisvesents of Garroll; and by any fair
tnventory of historienl analyeis, the Symod will alvays be prout
of the davelopusgt of Carroll under his edainisteation.

Carroll was grestly conditionod by the fate of Cel

I would ke to speak of La Pointo and Odanah Missions. In
sourtesy I vould 1ike to speak of the Studeat Center which has had
1te Ceveloment through this twentieth cemtury. I should also like
to sketeh the history and development of the Gogeblo Parish and
tho Afministrstive couneil, but cach of these would merit the full
tize allowsd for this address.

Thero 1s one thing move I must speak of in olosing, and that
1a the L. C. Smith Fund, whioh I trust this Symod vill convert
into the beginning of a general endownant fund. Today the L. Cu
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Suith Yund oan be deseribed omly in terss of a bauking fund. It
was ereated for that purpose md served its day. Ve have snher
#inking fund now of a few thousand dollars to taks up the sumser
sag and keop the missionaries paid up.

It osme into being in 1912 through the slogan, "Bot ans
oent £68 interast;" and it was m pert of the self-support move-
ment. The late Dre R. 8. Donaldmon one anid that L. 0. Smith
had loved the Synod into sslf-support, and they named the fund
in his memory the year he d1dds

Something happense to me last swwer. I preached oms day
1in my own self-supporting ohureh. A week later I was preashisg
1n one of the' grent ehurches of the Synod whare worship 1s a
prinary rejuisite. Then I wemt up to the fange end spent some
tine with Dr. Narries, and after that I went out to ome of those
Homo ¥isslons parishes whers s man is quartered every Susday in
the year and sometines flayed, and after that last service,
¥hioh wan done st 9130 on Sunday evening, T drove 380 miles,
Estting buck 1o Sheboygen befora the oity had wne to work in
the nopning. I have dore sase thinking minoej ané sams histori-
researah. 1 found that the Presbrterisns of 1897 gave
48,000,00 when thers were only 10,000 of them. (15) That was
n0t too much to give for benevolenes. but it is almost as mush
a8 we are giving mow with 37,000 members!

Something 1ifted me up to the place where sltitude gives
wision to & seeking soul, and I saw the work of the Symod as

(1) Gynod Mimtes 1890, pe 35.
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unit, Titherto, wo have been ylelding to pressure progress,
thoreby developine seotionally, or partially. If the life or
oharacter of an institution is at stake we do smsething about it.
Tho tine has come vhen we mist implement our work with fundfother
‘than benevolenoe receipts. Will the Symod rise to the type of
Onristisn Statesmsnship where nltitude will persit  vision of
the wholo need? Christisn Statesmanehip, in the administration
of n saored trust, will always involve the necessary resources

to tmplement its work and make it effectives

The open rosd to future adequacy is by way of an endowed
Synod. Volces of uiborn generstions are plesding for the
poanibility of being well-born and for the right to be born
ngain, W11 the Synod hesr these ories, vision the meed before-
hand, and make yrovision? Will the Syod prepare itself for
grost work tomorrowt

The alternatives are clenr; either stamve the work or
provide more resources, With spiritusl rencwnl at the deep
fountains of a ourntive religion, our consecrated resources
e mado ndequste for the whols taske.
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