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I ns id e  t hi s  i s su e:  

J uly  2 0 2 2  

Vol u me ,  I s su e  

M nem oni c s…  

•  7 / 1 0 Men ’ s  L unc h 

Meat  i s  Meat  i s  

Meat  

•  7 / 1 8 -7 / 2 2 VBS  

•  7 / 1 9 S ess io n Meet -

i ng  

•  7 / 3 0 Recept io n/

Ce leb rat io n fo r  

Ca m a nd Mae  

By Pastor Brian De Jong 

G r a c e  O P C  

Heritage 

Having grown up in a Christian 
Reformed home, church and school, I 
have a clear sense of my Dutch heritage.  
That heritage is deeply connected to 
history – not only my own personal 
history, but the history of Dutch Reformed 
Christianity.  Having such a heritage 
contains certain advantages and benefits, 
although it also has pitfalls connected to it.  
Boasting in heritage is always out of 
place. 

So what is a “heritage”?  In the Old 
Testament, there are various references to 
heritage. One instance is Psalm 135:12 
“And He gave their land as a heritage, A 
heritage to Israel His people.” 

The Hebrew word, 
nachalah, is often translated 
“inheritance,” but can also be 
rendered “heritage.”  The 
International Standard Bible 
Encyclopedia, Revised Edition, 
sorts this out:  Heritage is “that 
which is passed down to 
descendants or succeeding 
generations, distinguished from 
‘inheritance’ in that ‘heritage’ frequently 
refers to things other than property (i.e. 
traditions) while ‘inheritance’ is used 
especially of property.”  So the idea is that 
heritage is the non-material aspects that 
are passed down – the non-material parts 
of an inheritance.    

So a good name is part of the heritage 
that I have received.  So is the tradition of 
having pizza for supper on Saturday 
nights.  I did not inherit any actual pizza 
from my grandparents, but I did inherit a 
custom and preference for pizza as the 
most appropriate food to eat on a Saturday 
evening. 

What other things do I include in the 
heritage I have received?  Here are some 
of the more valuable customs that have 
been handed down to me: 

Attending church on Sunday 
morning and evening, rain or shine.  
My parents, and their parents before 
them, made church attendance a 
priority.  Someone had to be very sick 
to miss a  worship services.  That was 
as true for the evening service as it was 
for the morning service.  Even when 
we were on vacation, we would seek 
out some church where we could attend 
morning and evening worship.   

Reading the Bible at mealtimes.  
Growing up in my parent’s home, we 
opened each meal with a prayer of 
thanksgiving for the food we were 

about to enjoy.  After 
everyone had finished, my 
dad would break out the 
Bible and read a portion to 
us.  He sometimes explained 
and expounded what he had 
read, and at other times he 
asked us questions.  And he 
then always closed with 
prayer.  That is just what we 
did, and anything contrary 

to that seemed out of place to me. 

Prioritizing family times, and 
extended family gatherings is another 
part of the heritage I have received.  
Whenever there were family reunions, 
we would make plans to attend.  If we 
could meet for a meal with other 
members of the family, that was bound 
to happen.  Vacations included aunts 
and uncles sitting around the campfire, 
roasting marshmallows, listening to 
campfire stories, or general 
conversation.   Family mattered to my 
parents and grandparents, so family 
matters to me too. 

Humor, including, but not limited 
to, puns.  They loved to laugh, and to 
tell jokes and make comments that 
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John Ploughman  
Chapter 8: On Keeping One’s Eyes Open 

 

 

TO get through this world, a man must look about him and even sleep with one eye open; for there are many baits 

for fishes, many nets for birds, and many traps for men. While foxes are so common, we must not be geese. There 

is a very great difference in this matter among people of my acquaintance: many see more with one eye than others 

with two, and many have fine eyes and cannot see a jot. All heads are not sense boxes. Some are so cunning that 

they suspect everybody, and so live all their lives in miserable fear of their neighbors; others are so simple that 

every knave takes them in, and makes his penny out of them. One man tried to see through a brick wall and hurts 

his eyes, while another finds out a hole in it and sees as far as he pleases. Some work at the mouth of a furnace and 

are never scorched, and others burn their hands at the fire when they only mean to warm them. Now, it is true that 

no one can give another experience, and we must all pick up wit for ourselves; yet I shall venture to give some of 

the homely cautions which have served my turn, and perhaps they may be of use to others as they have been to me. 

Nobody is more like an honest man than a thorough rogue. When you see a man with a great deal of religion 

displayed in his shop window, you may depend upon it that he keeps a very small stock of it within. Do not choose 

your friend by his looks: handsome shoes often pinch the feet. Don't be fond of compliments: remember, "Thank 

you, pussy, and thank you, pussy," killed the cat. Don't believe in the man who talks most, for mewing cats are 

seldom good mousers. By no means put yourself in another person's power: if you put your thumb between two 

grinders, they are very apt to bite. Drink nothing without seeing it; sign nothing without reading it, and make sure 

that it means no more than it says. Don't go to law unless you have nothing to lose: lawyers' houses are built on 

fools' heads. In any business, never wade into water where you cannot see the bottom. Put no dependence upon the 

label of a bag, and count money after your own kin. see the sack opened before you buy what is in it, for he who 

trades in the dark asks to be cheated. Keep clear of the man who does not value his own character. Beware of 

everyone who swears: he who would blaspheme his Maker would make no bones of lying or stealing. Beware of no 

man more than of yourself we carry our worst enemies within us. When a new opinion or doctrine comes before 

you, do not bite till you know whether it is bread or a stone. Do not be sure that the gingerbread is good because of 

the gilt on it. Never shout "hello!" till you are quite out of the wood, and don't cry fried fish till they are caught in 

the net. There's always time enough to boast—wait a little longer. Don't throw away dirty water till you have got 

clean; keep on scraping the roads till you can get better work: the poorest pay is better than none, and the humblest 

office is better than being out of employment. Always give up the roads to bulls and madmen, and never fight with 

a coal heaver or contend with a base character, for they will be sure to blacken you. 

 

Continued on next page... 
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"Neither trust nor contend, 

Nor lay wagers, nor lend, 

And you may depend— 

You'll have peace to your ends." 

I cannot say quite so much as that old rhyme does, for there's more than that which is needed to give peace, but 

certainly it will help toward it. Never ride a broken-kneed horse: the trader who has once been a fraudulent bankrupt 

is not the man for you to deal with. A rickety chair is a dangerous seat. Be shy of people who are overly polite, and 

don't be too fast with those who are forward and rough. When you suspect a design in anything, be on your guard: 

set the trap as soon as you smell a rat, but mind that you don't catch your own fingers in it. Have very little to do 

with a boaster, for his beer is all froth; and though he brags that all his goods and even his copper kettles are gold 

and silver, you will soon find out that a boaster and a liar are first cousins. Commit all your secrets to no man; trust 

in God with all your heart, but let your confidence in friends be weighed in the balances of prudence, seeing that 

men are but men, and all men are frail. Trust not great weights to slender threads. Yet be not evermore suspicious, 

for suspicion is a cowardly virtue at best. Remember that men are not angels; but they are not devils, and it is too 

bad to think them so. one thing be sure of, never believe in any priest of any religion: for before a man could be bad 

enough to pretend to be a priest, he must have hardened his heart and blinded his conscience to the most horrible 

degree. Our governors imprison gypsies for telling fortunes, and yet they give fat pensions to those vagabonds who 

deceive the people in much weightier things. "Bad company" said the thief, as he went to the gallows between the 

hangman and a priest; a very honest speech, and a very true word, though spoken in jest. It is the ignorance of fools 

which keeps the pot boiling for priests. May God clean this land from the plague of their presence and make men 

wise enough to see through their crafty devices. Lastly, my advice to all is—remember that good wisdom is that 

which will turn out to be wise in the end; seek it, friends, and seek it at the hands of the wisest of all teachers, the 

Lord Jesus. Trust Him, and He will never fail you; be guided by His word, and it will never mislead you; pray in 

His name, and your requests will be granted. Remember, he that leans on man will find him a broken reed, but he 

who builds on Christ has a firm foundation. You may follow Jesus with your eyes Shut, if you please; but when 

others guide you, keep all your eyes open even if you have a dozen and all of them as powerful as telescopes. 

John Ploughman Concluded... 
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July Birthdays 
Stephanie Arndt     2nd 

Amy Gross  6th 

Noah Friberg              7th 

Megan Boss  9th 

Joel Moody  18th 

Brian Wingard             18th 

Carl Nyhof  19th 

Phyllis Nyhof  24th 

Graham Ver Velde 25th 

July Anniversaries  

Tim and Tammy Voskuil 

July 20th      37 Years 

Jim and Arenda Onnink 

July 30th      50 Years 



C HECK  OUT  T HE  AUD IO :  

S E R M O N A U D I O . C OM /  

G R A C E SH E B O Y G AN  

C HECK  OUT  T HE  W EB SIT E :  

G R A C E O P C S H E BO Y G AN . C O M  

Church Office: 
4930 Green Valley Ln 
Sheboygan, WI  53083 

Phone: 920-565-2160 
Website: graceopcsheboygan.com 
Email:  
graceopcsheb@gmail.com 
revbriandejong@gmail.com 

S h o w i n g  f o r t h  
t h e  e x c e l l e n c i e s  
o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  

G r a c e  O P C  These words contain God’s command to the believer when he is 
reduced to great straits and brought into extraordinary difficulties. He 
cannot retreat; he cannot go forward; he is shut up on the right hand and 
on the left; what is he now to do? The Master’s word to him is, “Stand 
still.” It will be well for him if at such times he listens only to his 
Master’s word, for other and evil advisers come with their 
suggestions. Despair whispers, “Lie down and die; give it all up.” But 
God would have us put on a cheerful courage, and even in our worst 
times, rejoice in his love and faithfulness. Cowardice says, “Retreat; go 
back to the worldling’s way of action; you cannot play the Christian’s 
part, it is too difficult. Relinquish your principles.” But, however much 
Satan may urge this course upon you, you cannot follow it if you are a 
child of God. His divine fiat has bid thee go from strength to strength, 
and so thou shalt, and neither death nor hell shall turn thee from thy 
course. What, if for a while thou art called to stand still, yet this is but to 
renew thy strength for some greater advance in due 
time. Precipitancy cries, “do something. Stir yourself; to stand still and 
wait, is sheer idleness.” We must be doing something at once—we must 
do it so we think—instead of looking to the Lord, who will not only do 
something but will do everything. Presumption boasts, “If the sea be 
before you, march into it and expect a miracle.” But Faith listens neither 
to Presumption, nor to Despair, nor to Cowardice, nor to Precipitancy, 
but it hears God say, “Stand still,” and immovable as a rock it stands. 
“Stand still;”—keep the posture of an upright man, ready for action, 
expecting further orders, cheerfully and patiently awaiting the directing 
voice; and it will not be long ere God shall say to you, as distinctly as 
Moses said it to the people of Israel, “Go forward.” 

Morning,  July 24th,  C. H.  Spurgeon 

Spurgeon 
Corner 

“Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord.” 
                                   Exodus 14:13  

evoked laughter from others.  Though the De Jongs 
knew how to be sober and serious, they also knew 
how to have a good time.  Humor was always a 
part of our gatherings, and so humor has an 
important place in my life.   

And perhaps most of all, a deep commitment to 
Jesus Christ and to His word, the Bible.  Here my 
father set the tone most clearly.  He was devoted to 
his Savior, and zealous for the honor and glory of 
Christ in this world.   Though faith is not passed 
down from father to son, because it is a gift of the 
Holy Spirit to our hearts, yet my father’s faith 
made a deep impression upon me.  The Spirit used 
my father’s example to shape my faith and mold 
me into the person I am.   

I am thankful to the Lord for the heritage I 

have received, and the advantages that has 
afforded to me in life.  I am also conscious of the 

need to pass these benefits to my children and 

grandchildren, that they may also enjoy these 
good things.   


