
True religion involves memories of the past.  In an age where present 
experiences are highly valued, and past memories are typically discount-
ed, this may seem strange.  Yet it is true – true religion involves memories 
of the past.   

This is seen in the Old Testament regarding the Feast of Passover.  In 
Exodus 12, the Lord delivered His people from Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  
He smote the firstborn of Egypt while protecting the Hebrews from the 
destroying angel.  Even before the actual event, God established the annu-
al Passover observation as a permanent ordinance for Israel.  Each year 
they were to observe this festival, reminding themselves 
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and their children about how the Lord delivered the holy nation from their persecutors.   

Lest the memory of God’s deliverance be forgotten in coming generations, there was a pre-
scribed ritual at the Passover meal.  A child would ask, “What does this mean?”  That was the cue for 
the father to recite the events of the Passover, and explain to a new generation that the Lord had 
done great things for His people. 

A similar purpose is served in the New Covenant celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  As we come 
to the Lord’s table, we remember his suffering and death upon the cross.  We recall how He himself 
instituted the sacrament on the night in which he was betrayed.  As we are served the bread and the 
wine, we partake “in remembrance of Me.”  As often as we eat the bread and drink the cup, we are 
proclaiming the Lord’s death until He comes again.   

In this way, we refresh our own memories about those important events so long ago.  Addition-
ally, we instruct our children and our children’s children of the Lord’s great kindness to us.  We are 
engaging in Christian education for the whole covenant family. 

In all of this, the Lord tells us to not forget the past, but instead to remember and believe.  Our 
trust and confidence is rooted in His great faithfulness to His people in days gone by.  We can con-
clude that He will be faithful to us also, as He was to our forefathers.  We have hope for tomorrow 
because of what we recall about yesterday. 

On the occasion of our 50th anniversary celebration, let us remember the past days of Grace 
Church.  In those times, God faithfully provided His servants to serve this congregation.  The names 
of John Hilbelink, Jonathan Falk, Bill Laun, Lawrence Eyres, and Ivan DeMaster call to our minds 
God’s goodness in supply faithful ministered who proclaimed the word.  We have seen their con-
duct, and observed the fruit of their faith. Thus, we may safely imitate their faith. (Heb 13:7-8) 

We also do well to recall to mind the faithful elders, deacons and trustees who have given of 
their time and energy to this congregation.  Remembering, for instance, Rich Nagle and Don 
Schlernitzauer, can bring joy to our hearts.   

The same could be said for many who have volunteered in various capacities.  Think of our musi-
cians and how they have carefully assisted us in singing the praises of God.  Or look to the various 
folk who have cleaned the church weekly, cut the grass and plowed the snow.  Sunday School teach-
ers, VBS helpers, Bible study leaders, sound system technicians – many have played parts to our 
overall life as a church. 

Continued on page 5... 
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But above all, as we stir up our memories, we ought to focus on the Lord who has sustained us 
through good times and hard times, through seasons of reaping as well as times of planting.  More 
than any person, we ought to remember Him who loved us and gave His life a sacrifice for our sins!   

May God be glorified in our celebration of our anniversary, but also in our going forward into 
the next 50 years of our life as a congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Front Page Concluded... 

The following paper was delivered by Dr. Don Whitney at the 2022 meeting of the Evangelical 
Theological Society.  It is reprinted by permission from Dr. Whitney.  This paper will be broken up 

into several installments which will appear in Reflections in upcoming months.  Any questions 
should be directed to Pastor De Jong. 

V.  CONCLUSION 

So “come, let us worship” (Ps. 95:6) “in spirit and truth” (Jn. 4:24) the one, true God who desires and 

deserves to be worshiped in public, in private, and in the family. Let us teach these things to our 

students, encourage them in our churches, practice them with our families, and experience them 

in the rhythms of our personal lives. 
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Page 7 KIDS KORNER (Also for Kids of all ages) 
   Can you Crack the code 

Playpen Sports Coming to Grace Church 
 
The Session has agreed to a request from a group called Playpen Sports to conduct 
activities on our front lawn on Saturday mornings and Tuesday evenings.  These are 
activities for children ages 2-5.  They will not be using our building, but will be 
storing equipment in the garage.  This is community service and outreach for our 
church.  See a Session member for more information. 
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May Birthdays 
Gracie Froh    6th 

Jean Wilke    6th 

Steve Boss     9th 

Roman Bingham      15th  

Ivan De Master           16th 

Linda Damkot             17th 

Stuart Ver Velde     17th 

Ilah Arndt               22nd 

Scott Onnink  20th 

Deborah Arndt  27th 
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May Anniversaries  

Rodney and Sanna Nyhof 
May 15th   2 Years 



Church Office 
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Phone: 920-565-2160 
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revbriandejong@gmail.com 

Grace OPC 

“All that believe are justified.” 
                 Acts 13:39 

The believer in Christ receives a present justification. Faith does not pro-
duce this fruit by-and-by, but now. So far as justification is the result of  faith, 
it is given to the soul in the moment when it closes with Christ, and accepts 
him as its all in all. Are they who stand before the throne of  God justified 
now?—so are we, as truly and as clearly justified as they who walk in white 
and sing melodious praises to celestial harps. The thief  upon the cross was 
justified the moment that he turned the eye of  faith to Jesus; and Paul, the 
aged, after years of  service, was not more justified than was the thief  with no 
service at all. We are today accepted in the Beloved, today absolved from 
sin, today acquitted at the bar of  God. Oh! soul-transporting thought! There 
are some clusters of  Eshcol’s vine which we shall not be able to gather till we 
enter heaven; but this is a bough which runneth over the wall. This is not as 
the corn of  the land, which we can never eat till we cross the Jordan; but this is 
part of  the manna in the wilderness, a portion of  our daily nutriment with 
which God supplies us in our journeying to and fro. We are now—
even now pardoned; even now are our sins put away; even now we stand in the 
sight of  God accepted, as though we had never been guilty. “There is there-
fore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” There is not a 
sin in the Book of  God, even now, against one of  his people. Who dareth to lay 
anything to their charge? There is neither speck, nor spot, nor wrinkle, nor 
any such thing remaining upon any one believer in the matter of  justification 
in the sight of  the Judge of  all the earth. Let present privilege awaken us to 
present duty, and now, while life lasts, let us spend and be spent for our sweet 
Lord Jesus. 
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Morning, May 15th,  C. H.  Spurgeon 


