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INTRODUCTORY. 

In the year 1S36 Wisconsin wa? organ? 
ieed as a territory of the United States, 
and its material, educational and religious 
history really began. Little had been done 
before that tione. During that year I 
came here to live and labor. Having now 
been thirty years a i^esident iJpon its sioil; 
And identified, to some extent, with its 
history and growth, it has seemed to be 
duty to put on record some facts showing 
the T>rogrjess that has been made in that 
time. I aigaged in t^e work because I 
knew of no one else who would do it, ex
pecting no pecuniary reward, and the 
tiMBks of but few. I hope it. will be of 
some value, .to the future historian, and it 
may be appreciated in the days ot the mil
lennium. 

In some parts I shall be obliged tO,jBpeak 
of myself more freely thaii I desire, bat 
historical accuracy will demand it. 

THE P I O N E E R ' S S T O E Y ' . 

Oa the 25th of October, 1836, I entered 
Chieago o n ^ e Great Eastern Mail S ta^ , 
consisting of a oommon uncovered lui^ber 
wagon. This, wiibh, an extra, if or baggage 
tmd'a few paasei^ers, bcatight alĵ jtl̂ ĴaeaV' 
elers from ihe Eaiet for tih .̂dityT as^paviga-

tion was then closed. Chieago, with a 
population of 200,000 to-day, was then a 
frontier village, with apparently some 
1,500 inhabitants. A garrison of United 
States troops at Fort Dearborn, near the 
mouth of the river, protected the inhab
itants from the attacks of the Indians. 
The village was mostly limited to a few 
squares, East and South of the river. 
There were three small buildings'on the 
West Side. The next morning I set out 
upon my own feet, the only mode of con
veyance West, for the Rock River country, 
in the region of Rockford^ then, just be
ginning to attract attention on account of 
its beauty and fertility. The first dwelling 
was a board shaaty, nine miles out. The 
houses and settlements on this route were 
fire to twenty miles apart. There was one 
log house at Elgin, owned by Mr. GifFord. 
The settlers were till squatters upon un-
aurveyed lapid, and protected themselves 
by club law* I'he Indian title had just 
been etxtinguisbed. The Pottawattamies 
had been removed to their present home, 
in y^hat is now Kansas, six weeks previ
ously. I spent two weeks in exploring in 
,wba| jî  now Booh and McHenry counties, 
4 # 4 A ^ PQ9 excursion assisted in cq,pturing 
l̂ ]»ony which hŷ d beî n left by the Indians 
upon tboic removal. This circumstance 
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gave title to "Wild Horse Prairie," near 
the present village of Harvard. 

THE FiONEER ENTERS WISCONSIN. 

On the morning of the 15th of Novem" 
ber, 1836, I took the trail of Black Hawk, 
at Belvidere, at the point where, four years 
before, he sunk his oanoes in the mouth of 
the Fiskasaw, and, with his army, took the 
land. His encampments were still Tisible 
every six or eight miles, as I proceeded 
Northward to Big Foot Prairie, where I 
entered Wisconsin, at four o'clock p. M. 

The day was cloudy, cold, and cheerless; 
the temperature at the freezing point; UM 
streams swoUen by recent rains, and un-
brWged. Several times I was obliged to 
wade from four to six rods. As night set 
in, snow fell plentifully. Big Foot Lake 
was in view at my left. At seven o'clock, 
evening, I reached the "Outlet of Big 
Foot," near Geneva, having traveled thirty-
five miles without seeing a human dwelling. 
The settlement consisted of five familieal, 
living in rude log cabins, without floors, 
chimneys or chambers, the roofs covered 
with shakes \and hardly a nail used in the 
construction of their dwellings. 

IfAiWOElH COUNTY AS IT Wj4.S. 

There were then twenty-sev^ii famili^ 
in what 18 now the county of WalWOrth, 
anid all but four in the Eastern half of it; 
all living in log cabins. AH of them had 
come in since spring, and had put imder 
cultivation aboat eighty acres. I settled 
on Spring Prairie, in what is now the town 
of Lafayette. For six months I did not 
see and converse with a christian in the 
territory. L afterwards learned-of fo«r or 
five pirofessors of religion who ^sided in 
the county that winter. In January 183^, 
I walked forty-five miles, some of the way 
through deep snow, into Illinois, and spent 
the dajr in christian communion, and l ^ n 
r^tutned. In May 1837,1 assisted in <iofe* 
mencing a prayer meeting, at the house of 

D. Campbell, on the Eastern part of Spring 
Prau'|e|,^I,,,wal^d six miles on Sabbath 
i l t r i ^ p o M l i t i d s ^ . i t t ^ i ^ g , and 
niet ten or twelve others, some of whom 
walked from Burlington, four miles East. 
The itacetijlgs "vresr* continued for four or 
five months: In July, a Methodist minis
ter visiting in the neighborhood met with 
us and preached the first sermon in the 
county; the only one I heard in some eleven 
months; In October, 1837,1 spent a Sab-
he^ ih B^wVtlkee, and heard Rev. Gilbert 
Crawford, then recently arrived, preach in 
the new Presbyterian church, on the West 
Side, near the river, some twenty rods 
above Spring Street ferry. I was obliged 
to cross the ferry, which was free to all who 
Were on their way to meeting. The ferry
man onrsedand swore terribly at the etranr 
g'elrs who crossed, charging , them with 
evading the payment of ferriage on pre
tense of going to meeting, I did not es
cape'liis wrath. 

I endeavored to be known at all times as 
a christian; even when there were no others 
arotibd; tefosed to make calls on the Sab-
batti'; appointed and held religious meeit-
ings; ^nd cobdttotdd funeralservioes, some
times v^lkingfrom six to ten miles fUr 
that purpose. The first funeral in Wd-
Worth county, Was that of a daughter of 
Sylvesteor 0-. Smith, at Gardner's Prairie, 
Which I attended J«ly 4* 18&7. 

The'first Sabbath-school known to us in 
the county was established, June, 1838, by 
my wife and iuys&lf, &t our cabin, and con
tinued sereral years. 

During ths ydars 1836 and 1837, there 
was not a gospel minister residing between 
the villages on the shore of Lake Michigan 
and the 'mineral region, a distaaie &f'One 
hundred and twenty-five taalbit 

In the fall of 1836, ttove trere farming 
settlemelnts near Kemwha, Racine Mad 
llfHwiEiukee. Thftre were probably 1»((e»ty 
f^miUes'on Fox River, from Barliugtonio 
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ffaakeiha. There wwe twefity'Sdi^eni in 
Walworth county. On Rock River, there 
were five families at -B©loit> three at Wa-
tertown, two at and near JanesviUe, and 
two &t Fort «\:tkiBs6n. The number of 
i^uls, at that time, &otB tho #et^einents 
by the Lak% S&oi^ to Mineral Point and 
Dodgeville, couM not hav^ exoe«died threie 
hnfii^ed and fifty, nekrly allof w ĥom came 
in the same season. Travelers from place 
to place made their way by Indian trails, 
which were numerous, and about sixinohes 
in deptli and eighteen in width. 

, TERBI^OiRT, 0RGANi;?EI). 

Wi8consinTiraftprgani?»d fis a Territea?y, 
-July 4th^ 1836)? aind Henry D edge app oiMted 
Governor, by Andrew Jackson.' The first 
Tez3^itorial Legislature met at Belmont, 
October 25th, consi&tmg of thirteen imm-
bers of ti^eOounoil and twenty-six of tbe 
House. I t had l^en previously ki»)wn as 
the Northwestern Territory, I t had bpen 
claimed by France, on the ground qf dis
covery by its missionaries an^ tr?.valors 
in 1670, who governed it until they ceded 
it tp Great Britain, 1763, It was held l)y 
l^e British nation until 1783, wben i t tvw" 
^ded to the United States. It WM then 
daiflied by Virginia for one year, when 
she ceded all her possessions, North-
West of the Ohio, to tjbe United States. 
Wisconsin wfts then thrown under the ter
ritorial, gotTierpfcient of Qhio>by the ordi
nance of 1787. i On, the;4th of Jvily, 1800, 
.Indiana Territory was organized) and 
Wisconsin placed under its jurisdiction, 
wbere it reniaincd until 1809, when JIU-
nois Territory vf^ organized, apd it 
was attached to that Territory until April 
18th, 1818, wh^n Illinois became a State. 
It was then attached to the Territory of 
Michigan, until organized as the Territory 
of Wisconsin, July 4th, 1836. ' 

So that Wisconsin was governed by the 
Mng of France ninety-th^ee years; b^ the 
king of Great Britain twentf years; b ^ 

thi iState of Virginia one year; by the 
Territory of Ohio sixteen years; by Indi
ana Territory nine years; by Illinois Ter
ritory nine years; and by Michigan Terri
tory eighteen years. She continued a 
T«rrifa:y of the United States nearly 
twelve years, when on the 13th of lyiareh, 
1848, she became the thirtieth State of the 
Union. 

CI;LTIVAT«D LANDS. 

In 1836 the amount of land under culti
vation was about three or four thousand 
acres, and the amount of grain raised could 
not have exceeded 40,000 bushels, mostly 
sodeOftiund buokwheat. In 1866, there 
are about 1,500,000 acres of cultivated 
land, upon which are raised some 30,000,-
000 bushels of grain, besides various othar 
products of the soil. 

COUNTIES. 

In 1836 there were four counties. Mil
waukee County extended from the State 
of Illinois north to ManitQwoc, and west 
to the four lakes, where Madison now 
stands, with a population of 2,893. Brown 
was north of Milwaukee—its population 
2,706. Iowa County embraced all the re
gion west of Milwaukee County to the 
Mississippi and Wisconsin fevers, with a 
population of 3.218. Crawford was nCifth 
of the Wisconsin river and west of Brown 
Oounty; its population 1,220. The entire 
population was 11,683. It is alledged that 
3,000 Indians of the Oneida, Brothertown 
and Stockbridge tribes, not then citizens, 
were enuraeriited in that census. If so, 
the white population was about 9,000. In 
18G6, Hit about 900,000. There are now 
58 C0unties,18 cities and 758 towns. In 183G 
th^lid were 303 miles of mail route estab
lished in the territory; from the State line 
of Illindis, near Kenosha> to Milwaukee, 
forty miles, by a two-horse lumber wagon, 
twice a week; from Milwaukee to Green 
Bay, one fetndred miles, once a week, on 
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the back of a man; from Galena to Mineral 
Point via Platteville, forty-three miles, in 
a one-horse wagon, once a week; from 
Platteville to Cassville, twenty miles, and 
from Platteville to Prairie du Chieii, thirty 
miles, ence a week, on horseback; a^id 
ftom Mineral Point to Port WinnebagxJ, 
feevcnty miles, once a week, on the back Of 
a man, . ^ 

In 1866 there are 25aLmail routes, upon 
which the mail is, in nroSt cases, carried 
idaily, or tri-weekly, 7,613 miles. It is 
carried by railroad 1,634 miles. In 1836 
the nearest railroad was at Utica, N. Y. 

In 1836 the magnetic telegraph was not 
invented. In 1866 there were some 2,000 
miles in operation in Wisconsin, and 80,-
000 in the United States—6,QDO miles in 
one line. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

In 1836 there were four weekly newspa
pers, in Wisconsin. 

TDhe Green Bay Intelligencer was estab
lished, December IJ, 1833, by P. V. Suy-
;dam and A. G.Ellis ; the Green Bay Spec
tator, Au^nsi, 1835, by II . O. Sholes and 
C. C. P^Arndt. 

In 1836, the above na^ied papers were 
consolidated, and nssumed the name of 
the Wisconsin Democrat, published at 
Greef Bay by H. 0 . andC. C. Sholes. 

The Green Bay Free Press was estab-
li^od, 1836. 

The Milwaukee Advertiser was estab
lished/July, 1836, by Daniel H. Richards; 
name changed to Courier in 1841, and to 
the Wisconsin in \%^. 

The Belmont Gazette was commenced, 
October, 1836, t̂ nd was published during 
the session of the territorial Legis
lature at that place, for two or three 
months, and was then removed to Mineral 
Point, and bepame the Miners^ Free Press, 
in 1837. 

In 1866 there were published 128 news

papers^ two of of them monthly, ooof seaal' 
mot^Uy, 110 weekly, two semi-woek^, 
one lari-weekly, and twelve daily. The 
dailies were as follows: Wisconsin, Senti-
nel, News, H&roldf Set Boie, AM VolkM-
iV«tm^ flit Milwaukee; State Jowmal aaxd 
ITmon, "At Madison; Cofamonwealth, at 
Fond d«̂  Lac; Republican and Democrat, 
at La OtofiSe; and the- Gazette at Janes-
•ville.:̂ ,..-;s 

- ^ SCHOOLS. 

In 1836 theire were eight small pri
vate schools, and no public schoolslr 
There was one in Pike, now Kenosha, 
taught by Rev. Jason Lothrup, in a'log 
school house. The school was opened in 
December 1835. There was a school 
taught ill Milwaukee, by West, * in a 
building owned by Deacon Samuel Brown, 
on Lot 12, Block 39, Second Ward, now oc
cupied as a store. The first school in Mil
waukee, was taught by David Worthing-
ton, in the winter of 1835, 6, in a room on 
East Water Street, one block east of Wis-
coUsinSt.. There was 6ne in SheboygB,n, 
in a private room,by T. M. Rableo; ohe in 
Green Bay by Miss Frances Sears of S5 
scboltLrs, in a frame school house 24x-
30, on Cherry St., built in 1834; oitt« in 
Prairie dti Chien, of thirty pupils, taught 
by ' and an infant school of twenty by 
Miss Kirby; one in the Methodist lojg 
meeting house, at Mineral Point, of about 
fifty scholars, a^d one in Platteville, of 40 
scholars, taught by Dr. A* T. Lacy, iri 'a 
log school house 20 by 22 feet, built in 1834. 
Saimuel Huntington had previously taught 
in the same house. The whole number of 
scholars taaght was about 260. 

The first school in the territory of which 
we have record was at Green Bay, in 1824, 
taught by Daniel Curtis, formerly an army 
officer. 

In 1866 there are 4,338 public 
district schools, in which are taught 223,» 
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0^1.of; the 335,5B2 children of the state 
between the ages of 4 and 20 yea<FB at an 
annual expense of $1,000,000. There are 
4,328 school houses, of which 370 are of 
stone and brick, erected at an expense of 
$1,669,770,06. There are also four Nor
mal schools, just established and located, 
at V^hitewaier, Stoughton, Platteville and 
Sheboygan. There are 228 private schools 
'with 8,000 pupils, also 19 academies, 
with 9Q teachers and 2,200 pupils. 

There are ten colleges with 52 professors, 
and 1,519 students, ot which, 1,207 are 
preparatory. ' 

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 

The publio institutions of Wisconsin 
are, a State prison, located at Waupijn in 
1851, to which 1,099 convicts have been 
addmitted, of which 169 were in confine
ment on the first day of October 1866. 
The Reform ech6ol at Waukesha was 
opened in 1860. It has a farm of seventy 
acres connected therewith. The whole 
niimbei? received since it was opened, has 
bfeerî OO. The number in the school Oct. 
9th 1866 was 209. The institution for 
t%te educd%io»n of the blind, at Janesville, 
was opened in 1850. The whole number 
of pnpils Connected with it duringthe year 
Ending October 1866 Was 64; 

The Institution f(Mf the deaf and dumb, 
loctotted a* D#ivaii, in^ 1852, had under 
instruction duHng tho year 1866, one hun'. 
dredaiid four pupils. 

The hospital for the insane near Madi-
fon wks opened in 1860. The number re-
oeiviny its benefits for tihe year ending 
September 30th 1866 was 272. 

The Soldiers Orphan Home located at 
Madison, was opened as a state institution 
^ax9h Slst, 1866, On the first of January 
1867 therebadbeen received 298 orphans, 
,pf whop 2§6 were enjoying its benefits. It 
call accommodate 300. It is in charge of 

J ^ s ' C . A .P . Harvey. All these public 

institutions have buildings erected at 
the expense of the state and a>re open to 
inmates free of charge, 

WISCONSIN IN THE I.ATE WAE 

Furnished under all calls from the gen
eral government 91,379 men,of which num
ber 79,934 were volunteers, and 11,445 
drafted men and substitutes. Over $4^-
000.000 have been expended from the st^te 
treasury since April 1861. At least $8»-
000,000 have been expended by cities, 
counties and towns for the same purpose, 
making $12,000,000 in all. This doe* 
not include the millions contributed volun
tarily by our citizens and by the noble 
women of the state. ? 

HAND OF GOD IN THE SETTLEMINT of T ^ l 
S T A T E , 

Before entering upon the religious his-
toiy of Wisconsin it seems appropriate to 
notice the arrangements of Divine Provi
dence as to the time of its ««ttlement. It 
was in 1836 and onward that eastern 
emigration poured into the west as a 
mighty stream. Just at that time Wis
consin was opened for settlement^ It8|}au(|s 
were surveyed and emigration inviited to 
its shores. Thefinadncial crash of 1837 su,e-
ceeding the wild spet^lation of 1836, ip-
duced many families at the East to b{in^-
ruptcy, many of whom in order to reprieve 
their fortunes and found new hoines, Qsa^i" 
^Wted here. Among these were many la^n 
a;id women of refinement and eduoatioi), 
and of sterling meral and Christian eM'-
acter, some of whonj were soon found in 
almost evei^ village and settlement. Their 
cabins were opened for religious naeetjiigip. 
Sabbath schools ajid the preaching of 1 ^ 
gospel.: They became the mewbers and 
officers of the churches soon a.fter formed. 
Thus the moulding of the territory in its 
laws, its educational, inoral and religious 
institutions was largely given into the 
hands of eastern people. 
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Had the settlement of the territory been 
delayed for fifteen years, its institutions 
must have been largely founded' by Euro
pean influence and probably by the min
ions of the pope of Rome. 

At that time, foreign emigration to tbe 
Unitied States became very large, reaching 
nearly half A million in 1854. The facili
ties alfeo for reaching the Northwest by 
moans of railroads had then vastly increas
ed, BO that a eeitloment at this time would 
l»ve probably given us to the dominion 
of the Romish power. 

GOSPEL MINISTERS IN 1836. 

Rev. Cyrus Nichols commenced labor at 
Racine, September first, and Rev. Moses 
Ordway at Green Bay, October first, both 
Presbyterians. The appointments of the 
Methodist Episcopal church were made by 
the Illinois Annual Conference, which 
then embraced Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa 
iind Minnesota, where they now have thir
teen annual conferences. Their year com
menced October Ist. Their appointments 
in the fall of 1836 were, Alfred Brunson, 
Presiding Elder, and Missionary to the 
InditoiS on the upper Mississippi, at Prai
rie du CHien; Rev. D. Hotchkiss, to the 
French Drslfrict; Rev. David King, do.; 
Ref. Collan D. James and Rev. Wm. Hen
ry,'Platteville J 'Rev! Richard Han^y and 
ReV. iTolin Crammer, Mineral Point; ReV. 
Wfn. S. Crissey, Milwaukee; Rev. Sam-
Ittel Pill^bury, Racine; and Rev. Philip W. 
Nichols, Green Bay. There was a PriJ-
testant Episcopal tainiifter at Green Bay, 
name not known; thirteen in all among the 
white population. There were two or three 
volunteer preachers besides these. 

Previous to 1836 there had been a small 
anHOunt of missionary labor performed by 
three or four ministers, mostly of the 
Methodist denomination, at Green Bay, 
Prairie du Chien, Platteville and Mineral 
Point. 

In l'̂ 6B, tfeere are 1,158 ortiDf^^ftl 
iiiiiiisters, 55 non-evangelical, and 162 Ro-
ddsh priests. 

cnURCHES AND CIRCUITS. 

In 1836, there was a Presbyterian church 
at- Green Bay, of 20 members; a Union 
church at Prairie du Chien, of 10 mem-
bers; Iowa Mission of the Methodist Epis
copal church, embracing what is now 
Grant, Iowa, and Lafayette counties, of 
136 members; Prairie du Chien, 10 mem
bers; Milwaukee circuit, 52, and Green 
Bay, 34, making 23^ members of Methodist 
Episcopal classes, and 30 members of 
churches; 262 in alt 

In 1866, there were 1,191 churches, cir
cuits and stations, with a membership of 
98,339. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

In 1836, there wfere probably, as nearly 
as can at this time be ascertained, six-Sab
bath schools with about 185 scholars. 

In 1866, there are about 1,500 evangel
ical Ss),bbath-8chools, with 88,593 scholars. 

The.first in the Territory was commenc
ed in the sprij^g of 1825, at Prairie ^ 
Chien, by Mrs. Juliana Loc^wood, and 
Miss Oi^wford,jind continued, through the 
summer, wh^n it was discontinued. A 
Union school was organized th^re in 1930. 
The firist Sabbath-sehool in Miiwaukee was 
commenced in tbe summer <3i 1835, by Dea. 
Samuel Brown, D. Worthington and others, 
in a private room a little south of Chestnut 
street. Tbe savage Indians, hideously 
peihited, often gazed upon them through 
the open door and windows, as they were 
engaged in their benevolent work. 

HOUSES o r WORSHIP. 

In November 1836, there was one Met*-
odist Episcopal house of Worship at Min
eral Point, built of logs, worth |30G, in 
size, twenty by thirty feet. 

About the first of December 1836, the 
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Pwibyteriari chaswh of Ga^«n Bay pwr-
ehase^ a rooai which had hemi er«ete^ for 
a store, finished it as a place of W Of ship* 
and used it until the erection of theiu 
meeting-house, in 1838. 4 

In 1836, the Methodisti^iscopal.ohurcb 
of GteeH Bay oosimeneed the erectioaof 
one, wiiiohwas so far finished as to l?e used 
fornijWtings in the summer of 1837, It 
was the first frame house of worship i* 
the Territory, and stood on lot 7, block 32, 
South ward of that city. 
Duringthe summer of 1837, the Presbyte

rian chnrch of Milwaukee was bttilt on the 
oorner of Wells and Second streetei. Fourth 
Ward* fronting on Second street^ lot 13, 
b l^k 56. . I t wonld seaJi about 150 per
sons, and WAS painted white; the first or^ 
painted in the Territory. It now stands 
near where it was first bail tand is used as 
a dwelling. 

In 1837> the Methodist Episcopal church 
of Milwaukee bought a carpenter's shop, 
of Leveret Kellogg—a low, nine-pin-alley, 
weather-beaten building—and Seated it as 
a church. It was situated just in the edge 
of the marsh on the north-east corner of 
East Water and Huron streets, and on the, 
site now occupied by the Milwaukee Coun
ty Bank. This was the second ' church 
building in the village and the fourth in 
the Territory. These four were all the 
bouses of worship at the close of 1837. 

In 1866, there were 9§4 houses of wor
ship owned by evangelical churches of 
25 denominations; About 25 owned by five 
non-evaingelioal, and 325 Roman Oatlolic 
churches. The evangelical houses of wor
ship are valued at 12,001,155, Of tbe^e, 
the Methodist Episcopal church have 217, 
valued fit #446,425. The GongrOgktional-
ists have 125, valtisd at $489,100, which is 
nearly one-fourWJ of the Valub ofc the evan
gelical laaeting-ifadus^iM tfaec State. - ^he 

a^her denotolffiaiioafl bave less than 100 
each. 

PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH G0TEBNJtEKT» 

Befora giving an account of the various 
religious denomination^ dlF the Stat<> it 
may be proper tosay^that in clAkrcb gd^vern^ 
ment there are two principletet Onels th« 
Episcopal, which is, that the Lord J'csu s gure 
all power in the chnrch to the apostlee attd 
their successors in the ministry/ through^} 
time; the other, *i8 the Congregation^ 
pi'inciple, that Jesus gavfe all power inio 
the hands of the individual ohiireh and *it4 
meinbers, that th* power of the gospel 
ininister in the church lis derived from 
Christ through the local church. 

. FORHs OF CHUiBCH G0YB*N3t*"JIi?% ; ,, 

The modes of churcb government are 
three: the Episcopal, the Presbyterian, 
and the Congregational. 

In the Episcopal form all power to gov
ern is in the heads of the clergy, of which 
there are three orders, deacons, elders and 
bishops. Bishops alone can ordain ibo the 
ministry, and appoint to fields of labor. 

In the Presbyterian mode tbe local 
church is governed by a board of elders, 
chosen by the church and set apart to their 
office by ordination. - .An appeal can be 
taken from their decision to the Pi*esby-
tery, and thence to SyUod and the general 
assembly. These bodies are composed of 
ordained ministers and elders. Presby
teries alone can ordain to the ministry. 

In tjie Congregational form all power is 
in the heads of the local chpfch, to «d|»it, 
dismiss and A^cdude members, to chop^e 
their own minister w d ordain him to of
fice, and conduct worship £̂a they belike 
Jesus Christ their Ilead requires* ,^«tt-
ters of ^ievanee may be jBefrarrOd to s^pm-
tualor an eajjoffirfe council for advice^. I t 
is expected that both parties |yill;9,bi^ by 
jthe/'resulj*" of such co^ncp^j^r iin, pŝ ê ^̂ of 
refusal, be dismissed by thp,ch«rfth^*,, y. 
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THE RlLIGIOtrS DENOMINATIONS IN WISCON

SIN IN 1866 . 

At ihe end of thirty years from tiieir 
beginning, it is appropriate that the minute 
particulars of thd condition of the religious 
denominaitionfl should be put im record as 
far as it can be done in figures. The follow
ing facts have been gathered from the most 
reliable sources in each denomination in 
the state and in the nation. They are as 
perfect as the uiost intelligent men witMn 
ireach, such as statistical clerks and mis
sionary agents can make them. In most 
cases the returns and estiitnates have been 
made with care for each circuit, station 
and church in this state-^-each denomina
tion for itself. The returns" are for 1866 
except the year bo given. Many facts 
which have been forwarded to me cannot 
be given in this paper,but will be preserv
ed by the State Historical Society for fu
ture reference. 

The following abreviatioris will be used 
Epis. for Episcopalian, Pres. for Presby-
tigrian, Cong'l. for Congregational, Gov't, 
for Government, S. S. M. for Sabbath 
School members, including officers teach
ers and scbolars, S. S, S. for Sabbath 
School Scholars, h. wor. for houses of wor
ship, est i val. for estimated value, U. S. 
for United States, Eng- England. 

TACTS JSRESPEOT TO THE RELIGIOUS DE-

NOJilNATlONS, 1 8 6 6 . 

CONGEEGATIONALISTS 

Coihtnenced in U. S. from Eng. with the 
Puritans at Plymouth, Mass. 1620; Cal-

^ Vihistic in faith; Cong'l in Gov't; 18 state 
associations, 2,919 ministers, 2,780 church
es, 267,453 members, 286,275 S. S. S. 20 
c6Hege8,6 Theo. Bem's. with 30 professors, 
0 lecturers, 220 students, and 9 religious 
•papers. 

Commenced in Wisconsin at Waukesha, 
January 30ttt 1838, with a church of 18 
members. One general Convention, meets 

annually; • seven Di^tari«t ConventJonff^ 
meet semi-annUally->-^Milwaukee, Beloit:, 
Mineral Point, Madisony Wihnebagoj La 
Crosse, Lemonweir, 162 ministers, 151. 
churches, 9,826 membeirs, 12,950 S. 8- Ŝ  
125 b. wor. at an est; val. of, $489,100. 

CoBinected with the 0ongp4|afci%«aKsts 
in Convention arei 19 <jhtfrehfe8 with Pires-
byterian form of government, with 934 
ihelaibers, 1,304 Sunday-school scholars, 
18 houses of worship, at ati estimated virt
ue of ^69,000. . 

The Convention has four colleges: Be-
loit, with eight professors and 241 stu
dents; Ripon, with eight professors and 
149 students; Prairie dtt Ghifeta, just start
ed, with six teachers and 1 ^ students; 
Ĵ nd Fox Lake Female Collegife, with five 
teachers and 120 students. 

Of these, 414 of the students are in the 
preparatory department.s 

They also control three Academies: 
Baraboo, Allen's Grove, and Platteville, 
witli eight teachers and 409 feiudents". 

Beloit college was represented in tbe loy
al service in the late war in 35 AVisconsin 
Regiments and Batteries, and in those of 
other States, more than 100 in all, by 270 
officers and students then or formerly cpn-
nected with the institution. Of these, 145 
held positions of honor or trust, of •ĵ hom, 
80 were commissioned officers. Is'bt one 
is known to have disgraced himself by en
tering the rebel service. 

Ripon college includes in its army, roll 
only those who were members of the insti
tution about the time, of their cnlisljm^nt. 
Of teachers and sttidents, 67 worein the 
Union army, of wborii, 21 -were ct«mjpa\8-
sioned officers, and 11 lost their litv^s. . 

Baraboo Collegiate Institute wasirepre-
sented in the Union ariay by 112 present 
and former teaehean: « id students. Of 
these, 13 were oommissiox^id officers, and 
11 died. * 
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Ninety-six of 169 Congregational chur
ches gave to the Union army 365 members, 
28 of whom were officers, and 11 ministers. 
Of these, 85 lost their lives. From their 
congregations went 1,175, of whom 235 
lost their lives. 

In the Lemonwier Convention everĵ  son 
of every minister, over sixteen years of 
age, was in the Union army, eleven in all. 
From one family went three, and from 
three others two each. Nine returned 
and two died. 

WELSH CONQREGATIONAtlSTS. 

In Wales, they have 405 ministers, 90,-
952 members, and 802 houses of worship. 

Commenced in the United States about 
1816, in the State of New York; Calvin-
istic in faith. Congregational in govern
ment; have five associations, about 70 min
isters, and 7,000 members. 

Commenced in Wisconsin at Delafield, 
1844; now have seven ministers, 23 
churches, 873 members, 187 S. S. S., 22 
h. wor., est. val. $14,500. 

PBE8BTrTE»IANB*(0LD SCHOOL.) 

Commenced in United States, from 
Scotland, about the year 1700; Calvinistic 
in faith; Presbyterian in government; one 
General Assembly, meets yearly, 26 Syn
ods, and nine in late rebel States, not re
ported since 1860, with 176 presbyteries, 
and 40 in the late rebel States; 2,294 
ministers, 255 licentiates, 2,629 churches, 
239,200 members, 179,703 S. S. S. Com
menced in Wisconsin at Burnett, Dodge 
County, March, 1846; have one Synod, the 
Wisconsin, three Presbyteries—Dane, 
Milwaukee and Winnebago—44 ministers, 
three licentiates, 52 churches, 2,863 mem
bers, 3,283 s. s. 8., 36 h. wor., est. val. 
1115,860. 

College at Waukesha; preparatory de
partment only now in operation, with two 
teachers. 

PRBSBYTBRIANS (NEW SCHOOL,) 

Commenced in U. S. from Scotland, 
about 1700. Separated from Old School 
1837;, Calvinistic in faith; Pres. in Gov*; 
One Gen. Assembly which meets yearly 
23 Synods, 109 Presbyteries, 1739 minis
ters, 110 licentig,tes, 1,528 churches, 150,-
401 members, 143,609 S- S.Mi 

Commenced iii Wisconsin by organiza
tion of Presbytery at Milwaukecj 1851. 
Three Presbyterie8,Milwq,ukee, Fox River, 
and Columbus, 31 minister8,28 churches, 1,-
469 members, 1835, S. S, M. 14 h. wor, 
at an est. val. of $02,000. . 

Female Seniinary at Baraboo, with two 
teachers and 45 students. 

UNITED PRBSBTTKRIANS 

Commenced in U. S. from Scotland. 
Formed by a Union of Associate and As
sociate Reformed Presbyterians, 1857. 
Havein U. S. I Gen. Assembly, which 
meets yearly, 7 Synods, 47 Presbyteries, 
587 ministers, 686 churches, 58,988 mem
bers, 17,976 S.S.S. 

Commencjed in Wisconsin, at Union 
Grove, 1845; One Presbytery, the Wiscon
sin, 10 ministers, 13 churchee, 468 mem
bers, 252 S. S. S. 8 h. wor., est. Val. 
12,000. 

REFORMED PRESBYTERIANS OR COVENANT-

ERS (OLD SCHOOL) 

Commenced in V. S. from Scotland, 
1743, in Pa. Calvinistic in faith; Pres. in 
Govt; 1 Gen. Assembly, 1 Synod, 7 Pres
byteries, 100 ministers, 114 churches and 
stations. ' 

Commenced in Wis. at Yernon; 1 minis
ter, one church, 65 members, 1 h. wor., 
est. val. $1,?00. The denomination divi
ded into old and new school in 1832. 

COVENANTERS ( N E W SCHOOI4) 

Conimence4 m U. S. in Pa. from Soot-
laud, ,1743, QalVinistic in faith, I*rea, in 
Govt., 1 Cl̂ en. Assembly, about 65 minis' 
ters, and .100 churches, 

B 
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Commenced in Wis. at Rock Prairie,1845; 
1 minister, 2 churcbes> 151 members, 2 h. 
wor., est. val, $5,000. 

REFbRMBD PROTESTANT DUTCH CHURCH 

Commenced inU. S. 1613, with theearly 
Dutch settlbme'nts on Manhattan Island, 
now New York city; Oalyinistio in faith, 
Pres. in Govt.; 1 Gen. Synod, 3 Partic
ular Synods, 32 classes, 447 ministers, 434 
churches, 55,917 members, 44,414 8. S. S. 

In Wisconsin, 6. ministers, 9 churches, 
817 members, 290 S. 8. S. 8 h. wor., est. 
val. $17,600. It is the oldest denomina
tion of the Presbyterian family in U. S*. 

WELSH CALVINISTIC MEtHODlSTS 

Commenced in U. S. from Wales, 1824. 
In Wales they have 232 ordained and 273 
licensed preachers, 93,150 members,' and 
l,Q16h. wor. 

Calvin:sistic in faith; Pres. in Govt. In 
U.S^ have 60 ministers, 18 licentiates, 
125 obuEches, 5,813 members, 5,270 S. S. S. 

Commenced in Wis. at Racine, 1842, 
One State A880ciation,moets semi-f̂ 'Dnual-
ly, , 4 District Associations, ^ Waukesha, 
Welsh Prairie, Dodgeville and La Crosse; 
29 ministers, 43 churches, 2,274 members, 
2,859.S. S. S. 42 h. wor.,cst. val. $46,000. 

PROTESTANT EPISCOAL CHURCH 

Commenced in U. S. from^the State church 
of Eng. with the early settlement of the 
colonies. Calvinistic in faith,Epis. in Govt. 
34 Dioceses, 41 bishops, 2,467 clergy, 2,-
322 parishes, 154,118 Communicants, 150, 
400 S .S . S. 

Commenced in Wisconsin at Green Bay, 
1829. High church in position, one diocese, 
68 rhinisters, 63 parishes, 3,5('2 communi
cants, S,2i60 S. S. S, 54 h, wor. All bap
tised children a,re members of the church. 
Those Virho are confirmed, only, are com-
municiiits. One CoHege at Racine, with 
to prdfe^ors and 136 students. A Theo. 
Sem. at Nastidtah, with 5 professors and 
3T tftlidebts, biie half of whom are connect
ed with Racine College. 

Female Seminaries at Oconomowbc and 
Kenosha. 

GERMAN REFORMED 

Commenced in Europe, in the 16th Cen
tury, by Calvin and others. Calvinistic 
in faith, Pres. in Govt. In U. S. 480 minis
ters, 112,394 Communicants, 30,551 S.S. 
S. 7 Colleges. 

Commenced in Wis. 1853, at Sheboygan. 
One classis, the Sheboygan, 23 ministers, 
40 congregations, 2,400 comraunipants, 
about 2,000 S. S. S. 30 h. wor., 1 Theo! 
Sem. near Sfieboygan. 

LirTTTEnANS 

Commenced by Martin Luther in Ger
many, in the 16th century, and nOW tlie 
most numerous sect of Protestants in the 
world, estimated at about 30,000,000. 

In U. S. they have a so called Gen. 
Synod, embracing only about one third of 
the 41 Synods, 1,444 ministers', 2,91^ 
Congregations 323,832, Communicants, 14 
Theo. Sem., 15 colleges, 9 Academies,and 6 
female Seminaries. ^ . . 

In Wis there are 5o ministers with about 
100 congregations and 20,475 communi
cants connected with the Synod of Wi^-
consin,6 ministers; about 12 congregations 
and 450 communicants with the Synod of 
Iowa, and 15 ministers and 30 congrega-
tions with the Norwegian Lu. Synod, and 
5 ministers and,10 congregations with, the 
Scandinavian Luth, Augustan Synod; 
communicants In all Scandinavian churches 
about 2,000, About 30 Lutheran, minis
ters are connected with other Synods 
whoso statistics cannot be obtained. Tbe 
communicants in all the churches are prob
ably 30,000 at least. All baptized persons 
are members. Those only who are con
firmed are communicants. Theyprobably 
have 10,000 S. S. S. and 80 h, wor., est. 
val, 8108,000. 

They have a college at Watertown, un
der Pres. Martin, of 80 students in pre-
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paratory department and 6 in Theological; 
Collegiate department not yet in operation. 

MOKAYIANS 

Commenced in Germany 1722,and in the 
U, S. at Savannah, Ga. 1735; members now 
in U. S. 8,300. 

In Wis. have 6 ministers, 6 churches, 
830 members, S27 S. S. S. 

REGULAR HAP'IISTS 

Commenced in U. S. by Roger Williams, 
at Providence R. I. 1639, Calvinistic in 
faith; "COiigl. in Govt; 41 State conventions, 
4,354 mibistei-8, 7,176 churches, 491,3ft0 
members. In the late rebel states there were 
in 1860,3,686 ministers 5,515'ieftiurches and 
5l8,144 members which haî e not been re-
^oirted for the last six years. 

Commenced in Wisconsin 18^7. One 
Gdn. Convention, meets yearly; 11 Asso-
'(^^tfons, liieCt annually—^Dane, Central-
Wisconsin, Janesville, Dodge, Lfike-ShorC, 
Walworth, Winnebago, La Crosse, St. 
Croix and Richland—110 ministers, 172 

"* churches, 8,891 members, about 11,000 S. 
S. S,, 85 h. wor., est. val. $312,600, 20 in 
process of erection at an est. cost of #105,-
500, The above includes 1 Welsh Baptist 
Wis. Association of 7 ministers, 5 church
es and 177 members; also of Danish, 3 
ministers, 5 churches and 173 members, 

In.Wayland University at Beaver Dam, 
the average number of students for five 
years past has been 100, mostly in the 
preparatory department. Teachers and 
students in the Union Army 79; of these 9 

' lost their lives, > . ' 
tirq.terloo Institute 3 teachers and 80 

students, 7 entered the Union Arntiy,! was. 
an officer and 1 died. 

FREE REGULAR BAPTISTS 

Ar^ like the Regular Baptists except 
ths,t:they make free rnlssion and separa
tion from secret societies a test of mera-
'bership. 

A few churches in Ohio, Michigan and 
Wisconsin make one Association. In Wis. 
2 ministers, 5 churches and about l40. 
members, 

SEVENTH DAY B^Pl'ISTS 

Commenced in U. S. at Newport R. I . 
1664. Calvinistio in faith, Congl. in Govt, 
One Gen. Conference, 4 Associations^ 96 
ministers, 103 churches, 7,014 membera. 
One University and 6 Academies. Com
menced in Wisconsin at Milton 1840, with 
49 members, 14 ministers, 7 churches,.. 1,-
110 members; 497 S, S. S,,6. wor.,e8t, val. 
$16,000, . ,; 

Academies at Milton, Albion and Wdl-
worth, with about 21) teachers and 700 
itudents,' are sustained. From Milton 
academy of present and former teachers 
4nd students 310 entered the Union Aipny^ 
Of these 09 were commissioned officers and 
43 lost their lives, 

PLYMOUTH BRETHREN 

' Numerous in the south of England, not 
many in the U. S. Calfinistic in faith, 
Congl. in Govt,, practice immersion and 
open communion, search the Scriptures 
earnestly, do not ordain *p the ministry. 

Commenced at Milwaukee an.l865, bbe 
church 11 members. 

FREE WILL ^BAPTISTS 

Originated in the U. S. by Elder Benj, 
Randall at New Durham N. H. 1780. 
Armenian in faith, Congl. in Govt. Orie 
Gen. Conference, meets once in three 
years, 30 yearly meetings in 14 states, 
1,076 ministers, 1,294 churches and 56,-
258 members, always anti slavery. 

Commenced in Wisconsin at Nev^ Ber. 
lin 1840, , 1 yearly meeting, 8 quarterly 
meetings, Honey Creek, Rojck and Df̂ ne, 
Fondu Lac, Lajfayette,Sauk, Waupun,'V\̂ QU' 
River and ^Adams Co.; 68 ministers, 76 
churches, 2,368 members, 2,284 S. S. S., 28 
h. wor,,e8t. val. $51,400. 
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METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

Commenced in U. S. from Wesleyans 
'of Eng., Oct. 1766, at New York city. 
Armenian in faith, Epis. in Govt. Bishops 
elected for life by general Conference, com
posed of ministers, which meets once in 
four years; 57 annual Conferences, station
ed preachers 6,993, local do. 8,113, mem
bers and probationers 928,320, S. S. S. 
918,000. 

Commenced iri Wisconsin at Plattville 
1833, with a class of 4 members. Three 
annual Conferences, Wis., W. Wis., and N. 
W. Wis., 270 preachers, 327 local do., 19,-
i n members, 3,302 probationers, 27,184 
S.S. S., 217 h, wor., est. val. If 446,425. 

They have a University at Appleton with 
7 professors and 269 students, 210 of them 
preparatory. Also one at GalesviUe, with 
3 teaohers and 46 students, 40 of them in 
the preparatory department. They have 
also three academies, Evansville, Water
loo and Kilbourn City, with 12 teachers 
ana 386. students. 

GERMAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

Connected with North Western German 
Conference; 32 preachers,24 circuits, 2,081 
members, 632 probationers, 2,368 S. S. M. 
49 h. wor., est. val. 54,250. 
EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION ( A L B R I G H T ' S ) 

Originated by Rev. Jacob Albright, in 
pa. in 1800. Armenian in faith; Epis. in 
Govt. Bishops elected by each General 
Conference, which meets once in four 
years. Always anti-slavery and anti-
liquor; 473 preachers, 355 local do., 55,« 
500 members, 35,263 S. S. S. Have sent 
12 missionaries to Germany, where they 
have a membership of 2,000. 

Commenced in Wis. near Milwaukee, 
1841; first Protestant German in the 
State. 1 Conference, the Wisconsin, 38 
preachers, 13 local do., 31 circuits, 5,274 
members, 3,160 S, S. S., 01, h. wor., est. 
val., $81,600. 

PRIMITIVE METHODISTS 

Commenced in U. S. from Eng. in New 
York city, 1829. Amenian in faith, Cong, 
and Pres. in Govt, 

Commenced m Wisconsin, in 1843, at 
Plattville. 1 Annual Confereiice, 18 
preachers, 116 local do,, 20 circuits 1,395 
members, 2,353, S, S. S., 28 h. wor., est. 
val, ^24,300, 

PROTBSTAKT METHODISTS 

Originated in U. S. by protesting against 
the Episc(^acy of the M. E. church, at 
Baltimore, 1830. Armenian in faith; 
C<mg. and Pres. in Govt. 

In 1866 thejr had 27 Conferences, 618 
preachers, 474. local preachers, 43,164 
members, and 525 houses of worship. 

Commenced in Wisconsin 1852.' One 
annual Conference, 10 preadiers. 7 circuits 
190 members, 245 S. S. S., 4. h. wor., ett. 
val., $5,100, 

WESLEYAN METHODISTS 

Originated in U. S. at Utica N. Y,, 
1843, by Orange Scott, and hip assodates, 
in opposing the Episcopacy and Slavery of 
thcM. E. church. Nineteen Oonferenoei*, 
about 450 preachers, and about 20,OQO 
members. 

In Wisconsin two annual Conferences, 
Wis',, W. Wis., 33 preachers, 4 local do,, 
l5 circuits, and about 900 members, and 
about 500 S. S. S., 1 h. wor., est. val., 
$1,000. 

WELSH WESLEYANS 

In Wisconsin, 3 preachers, 3 churches, 
•80 members. 

BIBLE CHRISTIANS 

Commenced in the U. S. from Eng. Ar
menian in faith, Cong, and Pres. in Govt. 

In Wisconsin, 5 preacbers, 24 local do., 
598 members, 634 S. S, S., 6 h. wor., est, 
val., $6,350. 
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UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 

Originated among the Germans of Pa: 
by Rev. Wm. Atterline, 1760. Armenian 
in faith, Cong, and Pres. in Govt, 

In 1859 they had 37 annual Conferences, 
844 preachers, 700 local do., 585 circuits, 
95,170 members, 880 h. wor., always 
anti-slavery, anti-liquor, and opposed to 
seeret societies. 

First Conf6rencfe organized in Wiscou-
(M1858, two annual Conferences, Wis. and 
Fox River, 48 preachers, 39 circuits, 650 
members, 669 S. S. S., 8 b. wor., est. val,, 
•9,000. 

ORTHODOX FRIENDS ( Q U A K E R S ) 

Commenced in U. S. from Eng. by Wm. 
Penn, 1681; have 10 yearly meetings and 
about 100,000, members. 

Commenced in Wis. at Woodland, Sauk 
Co. 1860,1 meeting, 2 preachers, 84mem-
bew, 60 S. S. S., 1 h. wor., est. val., $200. 

The following are not regarded as 
^ Evangelical. 

CHRISTIAN CONNECTION 

Originated in U. S. early in the pres-. 
ent century, by seceders from the Baptists 
in N. E., from the Methodists in Ya. and 
N. C , and from the Presbyterians in Ky. 
In U. S. there about 50 conferences 
1,250 preachers, 289 local do,, 1,691 
chnrcbes, and about 150,000 members. 

Ill Wiseoilirin have about 27 ministers, 
28 chnxthes, and 4-52 members, I h . wor,; 
est. val., «1,000. 

f} DISCIPLES OF CHRIST (CAMPBELLITEs) 

Originated in U. S. at Bethany, Ya,, in 
1823, by A. Campbell and others. 

In U. S., preachers about 2,000, societies 
about 5,000, members about 500,000. 

In Wis., 8 preachers, and about 1,000 
membeirs. 

UNITARIANS 

In CT. S. have 289 societies, 355 mins
ters. Commenced in Wis. at Milwaukee, 

1845; 13 ministers, 12 societies, 5 h, wor,, 
est. val., 42,000. . ' 

UNIVERSALISTS 

^n U. S. 16 State Associations, 500 
ministers, 687 societies.-

In Wisconsin, one Convention, 18 min
isters, 19 societies. 

CHRksXADELPHIANS 

Commenced in Wis. 1854. In belief 
Annihilation and Millennarian,believe that 
the saints will reign and rule with Christ 
on earth a thousand years, 7 ministers, 
5 churches, 63 members. 
NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH ( S W E D E N B O R G I A N ) 

Originated by Emanuel Swedenborg in , 
Sweden 1750. Commenced in U. S. about 
the close of the last century. 1 Gen- Con, 
vention meets annually 59 ministers, 79 
societies, 7000 receivers. In Wisconsin, 2 
ministers, and one society. 

SEVENTH DAT ADVENTISTS 

Originated in the U. S., 1845. Millen^ 
narian. Annihilation and Sabbatarian, in 
belief, 50 preachers, 400 churches, and 
14,000 members. 

Commenced in Wis., 1855; have 4 
preachers, three licentiates; 430 members, 
7 h. wor. 

HEBREWS ( J E W S ) 

Commenced in N. Y. with the first 
Dutch settlements; 200 ministers, of which 
32 are Rabbis, and 168 are readers; 200 
Congregations, and 250,000 souls. 

Commenced in Wiis. at Milwaukee, 1847; 
two ministers, 3 Congregations, 2 Syna
gogues. 

ROMAN CATHOLICS 

Episcopal in Govt; In U. S. bave^2 
archbishops; 20 bishops, 42 dioceses, 
2,809 clergy, 1,480 stations, 3,247 h. wor., 
4,000,000 members. Diocese of Milwaukee, 
constituted 1844; Henni, bishop; 162 
clergy, 325 h. wor., 375,000 inembers, in
cluding all who have been baptised. Ap-
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plication has gone to the Pope to erect two 
more dioceses in Wis., one at Green Bay, 
and one at La Crosse. 

The Calvinstic churches in the State 
have 627 ministers, 735 churches, 06,d84 
members, 50,053. S. S. S., 531 h, wor., of 
an est. val. of $l,4o9,860. 

The Armenian churches, 525 ministers, 
441 churches and circuits, 32,369 mem
bers, 41^497 S. S. S., 402 h, wor., at an 
est. val. of $679,425, 

Seven non-evangelical denominations, 
about 91 ministers, 103 societies, 24 houses 
of worship, valued at $115,000, 

The people of the State owe very much 
of their moral elevation and material and 
educational prosperity to evangelical 
christians and churches here. 

MY OWN P R I N C I P L E S AND LABORS. 

In reviewing these thirty years, it is a 
matter of satisfaction to believe that I 
have given to Wisconsin more than'l have 
received. Early settlers of a State nscist 
work for posterity. During the first fif
teen years I opened two farms, upon the 
first of which I split and laid up three 
miles of rail fence with my own hands, 
raised thousands of bushels of grain, most 
of which wag sold for less than the cost of 
production. Not a bushel of wheat was sold 
for a dollar; the average price in market lyas 
about sixty cents. The first grain we car
ried to market was the best quality of 
winter wheat sold at Southport, September, 
1840, at fifty six cents per bushel. It was 
threshed by treading with oxen, and drawn 
thirty five miles to market. It must have 
cost $1 00 per bushel to produce it. In 
subsequent years the farming interest some
what improved. 

In common with pioneer ministers, for 
the last fifteen years, I have received 
about one half the remuneration which 
the same labor wbuld have demanded in 
most other professions and employments, 

COMMON SCHOOLS 

As founded by a Puritan Christianity, 
and as one of the pillars of a free Govern
ment, I have ever visited, oncoui-aged ahd 
endeavored to improve. ' ' ' 

SABBAII I SCHOOLS 

As a supplement to religiouf^^ii^struQtion 
of the family, and for saving the negleoted 
have been ever sustained. As pupjl,teacher 
superintendent or pastor,at home or among 
strangers, my place has been inthe^u^d^y 
School. 

•:. • CONVENTIONS : . : , - ;;? 

Political, educational, ecclesiastic'at, 
temperance, anti-slavery and. ;Sunday-
School I have ever attended; have-b^en 
prosenD at the beginning and remained tp 
the close, with two exceptions, when I 
lost about four hours- ., ,. * 

OUR HOtfSB ' 

• Has always been the home of ministers, 
agents and other christians of various 
Tia,mes \TI Ylneir travels and labors. Tb^ir 
vists have been the green spots in our 
journey, and helps in our christian life. 

SECRET SOCIETIES . . 

-Th^ oath bound have been Opposed. 
The Masonic Institution b^shoen especial
ly regarded as invading the righta of ptk&t 
oitizsens,a^ obstructing justice in our courts, 
as dangerous to human governmeptg, as 
ignoring the Bible, and the x^ligfop of 
Christ, while preferring an outwajtid rev
erence for both, and as forbidding pjrayer 
in the lodge room in the name qf Christ. 

SECRET TEMPERANCE ORG VNIZATWNS 

Have not until recently been encowrt^ge^, 
through fear that with some, they .'are 
made stepping stones to the oath-l\ound 
oirders, and also, that the tendency.'/of; all 
largo organizations for reforming nien 
outside of the God.rappointed christian 
church, is to trust in human efforts and 
machipery to save men, tnd not in the 



THIRTY Y E A R S ' REVIEW. 15 

truth bf the Bible, and tp ignore regener
ation as largely at the foundation of all 
true i*6formation. 

I am now a member of the order of 
Good Templars,' examining this matter 
fUifther. 

TOIIACCO 

, Has been looked upon as one of the 
(^ea l̂y poisons, audits ase as* depraving 
the bpdies, dissipating the minds, and en
slaving the soulij of the users. I have dis
tributed tracts and books, talked, lectured 
and preached against it, for these thirty 
years. I have taried to pray for the tobac
co slaves, that God would.grant them 
grace and deliverance. 

^TEMPERANCE.' 

I came to Wisconsin a teetotaler, hav
ing assisted in forming the first society in 
the. Ui S'. pledged againat the use of iall 
thai intoxicates, at Andover, June 1832. 
IhaVe-here labored to sustain these prin
ciples.- In July, 1838, I lectured at Spring 
Prairie Corners, and assisted in forming 
a society, of about 20 members, the first 
known to us in Walworth County. 

On the first day of January, 1839, about 
20 of Us, men and women, met in a small 
room at Elkborn,' exchanged greetings, 
somefor the first time, listened to an ad
dress by B, C- Pearce Esq., of Gardners 
Prairie, and organized a County Temper
ance society which lired many years, and 
its influence still survives. Among' those 
present, were C, M. Goodscll,S. F. Phenix, 
J. Spooner, J . W. Vail and John F. 
Potter. 

TERRITORIAL TEMP. SOCIETY. 

In January, 1840, a small band of us 
met in a log School-house in Troy, the 
same in which the Presbyterian and Con
gregational Convention was .organized in 
October of the same year, and formed a 
"society for the-Territory. We were very 
zealous and full of hope for the future. 

Addresses were given by S, F. Phenix, 
Stephen Peet, A. Finch, jr., M. Frank, 
and others. 

AS A FAMILY 

It is a source of satisfaction to reflect 
that we have discarded the use ot intoxi
cating liquors in cooking and other do
mestic uses, wishing to avoid the appear
ance of evil. We have believed the use 
of domestic wines to be a fruitful source 
of intemperance, and that the "bitters" 
sold by. our druggists—the, Plantation, 
Hostetters &c., made up largely of alco
hol, to be doing much mischief in the 
land. We.reject them and advise others 
to do so. Liquors as a medicine have 
been seldom used. Liquor Stores have 
been avoided. Water was the principal 
drink of our family for twenty-five years, 
since which we have used some fca and 
coffee. Sickness has seldom invaded our 
family-,death never. I have been confined to 
my room but two days in these 30 years, 
and then from over work three years since. 
The first twinge of head ache has never 
entered my brain. Can any tobacco or liq
uor user say as much ? 

THE BLACK MAN 

Bond or free, has over found a home 
with u^ and just the same treatment which 
.white men have received. From many of 
Ithem our stock of knowledge as regards . 
the sin of slavery and caste, has been much 
increased. 

ANTI-SLAVERY. 

An immediate abolitionist from ' a 
thorough examination made early in 1834, 
I came West, to defend tbe principles of 
that, then despised sect. In Oct. 1835 I 
left Massachusetts, my honored native 
State, and spent a year in teaching at 
South Bend and at Sumption Prairie, si^ 
miles South East of it in the State ;of 
Indiana. The people there then were 
mostly non slave-holders from the South 



16 WISCONSIN HISTOBY. 

with a few slave-holders sons among them. 
I did not see or hear of an abolitionist 
in the State. 

FRUIT AFTER MANY DAYS 

Was seen from the religious and .anti-
slavery seed sown in my day school, and 
in the Sabbath-school, to which my schol
ars were invited and came. Some were 
converted to Christ. One of them a young 
man, connected with a family of twelve 
children, became an abolitionist, and died 
while preparing for the ministry. Ho 
talked with hia brothers, two of whom be
came gospel ministers, and they received 
the truth and thus it spread, watered by 
ococasional lectures from Schuyler Colfax, 
and others, until within 20 years a majori
ty of tbe voters in turn assisted in send
ing Colfax to Congress, and afterwards 
Lincoln to the White House. 

A N EVANGELICAL MINISTER 

Recently from a Theological Seminary 
in Va. and preaching in the Court house, 
on the Sabbath, was met in the Streets of 
South Bend, in August 1836,and introduc
ed the subject of slavery. I expressed my 
opinions of the pystem mildly but decided
ly. He replied that "he would rejoice to 
see every abolitionist strangling in the 
halter, and gladly tie the knot for their 
necks." I turned from him somewhat en
lightened in regard to the spirit of a slaved 
holding religion. 

A W H I T E AMERICAN C I T I Z E N 

As he was passing West through South 
Bend, in August 1836, was suspected by 
some of being a criminal. The cry of 
"thief" was raised against him. At once 
8ome sons of slave-holders residing there 
put their hounds upon his track. He swam 
the St, Joseph in the rapips. The dogs 
followed him, unable to escape them^ he 
turned for the river again, and swam it 
near Chapin's ware house in the lower 

part of the town. • The officers seized 
him as he landed, be was examined by a 
justice of the peace, and no cause of ac
tion being found, he went on his way. 

I did not hear a murmur of .disapproval 
from the multitude there assembled at this 
barbarous transaction. The spirit of slavery 
had debauched the public mind to such an 
extent that the people could calmly look 
on, and see* a fellow man hunted as a 
ravenous beast, and risk his life in »wim-
ming what was then a navigable stream, 
to escape from his savage pursuers. This 
was done in a village whicb is now.aiid for 
many years has been, the home of Schuy
ler Colfax. , 

THE SLAA^E GIRL CAROLINE, 

Early of an August morning, in the 
year 1843, a loud wrap was heard at our 
door at Spring Prairie, Walworth Co. I 
at once arose, and upon opening the door 
was accosted by Dea, Ezra Mendall,of Wau
kesha, and two associates, with a slave girl 
apparently about 18 years old^ of fine 
figure and light yellow complextion. They 
said to me "we have work here for you. 
This girl is hotly pursued, and a large 
reward is offered, and many aro out bunt
ing for her. We wish you to conceal her 
to-day, and to-night remove her to another 
place, 80 that she can not be tracked. We 
will come in a few days and take her. We 
must leave at once to avoid being sees 
here by day light." 

As they arose to leave, the poor girl look
ing at them anxioiisly^nd with an expres
sion of terror that I can never forget, enquir
ed, "are you leaving me with friends? am I 
safe "here?" Giving her an affirmative 
answer they took leave. 

The girl was concealed during the day, 
and the following night wt^ placed in care 
of Dea. J . C. P., at Gardners Prairie,where 
she remained a few days, when the cars of 
the under-ground rail road conveyed ber 
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to what was Jhen "the land of the free" 
in the dominions of the British Queen, 
where at the last advices she was prosper
ous and happy. 

The girl said that her master was a mer-
ohajit in a city upon the Mississippi, that 
her mistress had beaten her terribly about 
two weeks previously. She then resolved 
to make her escape to Canada. Assisted 
to money by one of her own race who was 
free, she walked boldly upon the deck of 
an up river steamer just as it was leaving. 
Not being suspected as a slave, her free 
papers were not demanded by theofficers of 
the boat. She landed at Galena and took 

• stage for Milwaukee. She there met a 
former slave acquaintance, who assured 
her that she was safe and need not go on. 
She remained and found a home with a 
colored family by tbe name of Green.- In 
about a week two men, one an agent of her 
master, and the other of the steam
boat company, reached Milwaukee in pur-

i suit. They enquired of their hotel keeper 
for a lawyer to assist them. He directed 
them to J . E. Arnold. On their way to 
find Arnold, they called at the office of H. 
N. Wells and enquired for a lawyer. Wells 
replied. " I am a sort of a lawyer myself," 
to which they answered "we have been 
recommended to Mr, Arnold; can you direct 
us to his office." Wells stepped to the 
door and gave them the desired informa
tion, and then took his hat and walked over 
to the house of Green and said to the fam-

^ ily, "you must conceal this girl at once, her 
pursuers are in town." It is supposed 
that this was done, not from love to the 
slave so ,much as from enmity to Arnold. 

The girl was concealed in a chest of 
clothing. Her pursuers with a kind- of a 
roving search-warrant, entered the house 
and the room where the girl was. She 
recognized the voice of one of them, a law
yer whom she had seen at the house of her 

master. Their search however was 
unsucessfiil. During the night following, 
she was put into a large cask, headed up, 
placed upon a wagon and driven to the 
house of Mr. MoW—— near Waukesha. 
A reward of $500' wfts the next day offered 
by her pursuers for her apprehension. 
Many joined in the hunt for the fugitive 
girl. Two or three of these human hounds 
came to the houSe of her concealment, just 
at night-fall of the following day. She saw 
them, and leaping from the window of her 
room, ran into a corn fi^ld where she re
mained through the night. She saw scores 
of persons pasî  the road near the place of 
her concealment, whom she supoosed to be 
in pursuit of her. 

Soon after this, on a dark rainy night, 
her Waukesha friends placed her beyond 
the reach of the fugitive slave law, and wo 
all rejoiced that another American slave 
could sing the song of the free. 

THE ELOQUENT FUGITIVE. 

In October 1852, Lewis Washington,' 
"The eloquent fugitive,"iWas employed by 
the tiberty party to lecture in Sauk Coun
ty. I accompanied him for his escort and 
protection through ibis region. Lewis had 
been nearly 50 years a slave, and for 25 
years served in congressional hotels and 
boarding houses in Washington. He was 
guided to freedom by Rev. Charles T. Tor-
rey, a Congregational minister of Mas
sachusetts, who at various times assisted 
some 400 other slaves to effect their escape, 
and for which he suffered martyrdom at 
the hatids of the slave power in the Bal
timore penitentiary. Lewis was wellb.c-
quaintdd with slave law, and the black code 
of the District of Colunbia; and by facts 
apd appeals made a strong impression up 
on the popular mind, .filled, though it was, 
with predjudice and hatred to the black 
man. This was in the canvass in which 
Franklin Pierce was elected President, and 

c 
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the Democratic party resolved "to resist 
all agitation of the slavery question in 
congress and out of it," and the Whig 
party "to discountenance such agitation" 
every where.. 

Of course, we met, ^B we tj-aveled, with 
violent opposition from the members of 
those parties, and in some instances from. 
those of christian churches. 

At N Prairie we had a l^rge and 
quiet congregation in a log school house, 
in the evening. "\V'ashington spoke with 
earnestness and eloquence, and at his re
quest, I also addressed the meeting. At 
its close I informed the people that we 
needed entertainment for , the night with 
some of them, but the audiance all turned 
from us and left, except one old man, a 
Mormon, who cordially invited us to his 
house. We went with him sometwomiles 
away and were cordially received by his 
•spouse. The poor woman was soon how
ever in trouble to know how to dispose of 
her guests for the night, as one' of them 
was, black and the other passed for white, 
and she had but one extra bed. She was 
soon relieved of her trial by being iî -
formed that if the ̂  black man did not de
mur to the arrangemeni the white one 
would not, and they would occupy the sam^ 
bed. This they did. Sonie reproach af
terwards fell upon this white man for thus 
putting a black man on a level with him. 
No other evil has ever beeii known to re
sult. ^ . . 

THE VIOLENT WOMAN. 

On the next evening we were at E. in a 
fine frame school house. The audience, as 
usual, was large and interested as Lewis 
poured forth the truth in burning words. 
A Mrs. F——, anative of Tirginia, whose 
residence was then in the town, was pres
ent and interrupted'the speaker several 
times by denying his statements. She 
finally charged him with falsehood in say
ing that the slaveholders bought and sold 

tbe souls as well as the bodies of their 
slaves. Lewis then turned a^d addressed 
her personally with such an array of the 
logic of facts as to carry his audience with 
him and effectually silence tha hostile wo
man. 

It may interest the former friends of 
Mr. W. to know that he is now living 
near Prescott, in Pierce County, active in 
the cause of freedom, and on tbe 6th of No
vember last, at the age of nearly 70, cast a 
vote for the first time. 

THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 

We have endeavored to observe in & 
Puritan manner and as far as possible to 
transfer to Wisconsin the New England 
Sabbath as kept by the fathers. 

During the fifteen years of farming not 
a bundle of grain was ever moved on Sab
bath, and not a dollar was ever known to 
have been lost by it. Our family has nev
er been obliged to eat bread from grown 
wheat, while other families near us who, 
worked to secure their grain on that day 
have been compelled to do so. 
' Sunday visits, cttUs and walks for pleas
ure have been avoided. The sanctuary has 
been sustained. When we could not meet 
with those of our own name, we gladly 
joined with others. When we could find 
no christians or fellow men to unite in 
worship, we,tried to meet God alone, and 
sometimes found a sanctuary in the shade 
under the trees of the forest. 

A SABBATH IN THE W I L D E R N E S S . 

On Saturday evening Oct. 29th 18.48, 
seven men of us reached a little settlement 
of three families living in rude huts on the 
Baraboo river,whereReedeburg now stands. 
We were from Spring Prairie^and Lafay
ette, in Walworth County, and all in 
search of land upon which to make homes. 
On the next morning, five of the number 
set out in company with the proprietor of 
the place to look for land, pleading as an 
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excuse that there was no one Who cotild 
be obtained*(Sn Monday to assist them, and 
they must go on Sunday, or fail to seCiite 
a home. Two refused to go with them. 

In the evening I invited the people to 
c ome together for a religious meeting. 
Every person in the place came, making a 
company of twenty-nine including the 
strangers. I gave thcih a lecture on Irtw 
and the importance of observing the S«b' 
bath. It was the first evangelicfeJl meeting 
in the place. =Ĵ  '̂ e '̂ • ; ! ' ; . 

N(iW FOR RESULTS. N o t 1)06 of t bo fiVC 

who looked for land on "the Subbath were 
permitted to make homes upon it. One of 
them, a young man, made a poor selection 
on that Sabbath and eventually in the sale 
of it committed a State Prison offence,from 
the penalty of wbich be was saved by the 
forbearance of a friend ap;!iin8fc whom the 
crime was committed. lie was previously 
a Sabbath keeper and a sanctuary goer at 
home. This was probably his first open 
violation of the day and was the result of 
his want of confidence in God. 

The two men who rested on the Sabbath 
each made homes upon the lands whieh 
they obtained near the present village. 
One of them as the result of that manifes-; 
tation of christian principle received such 
assistance in his selections of land as to 
enhance the value of his property at least 
$1000. Truly ^'Godliness is profitable inl 
all things, having the promise of the life 
that now is, as well as that which is to 
come." 

REEDSBURG 

Is situated near the center of the Bar
aboo valley, which is about 60 miles iri 
length. It is a riuh agricultural town of 
about 1,450 inhabitants. The village with 
a population of about 650, is the geograph
ical center and principal business point of 
eight, well timbered, well watered, fertile 
and populous towns. Its mechanical and 
mercantile interests aic flourishing. 

THE CONGIlEGAtlONAL CHURCH 
; , i , - •• : ' i l : •'• • • • ' • • • ; • • • . --yf; 1 n , v ••) • 

Was organized sixteen ypSiYs JLSO^ and the 
present pastor- commen.<;e4-ĵ is labors a 
year aft^r, since,which^time,^l27have been 
addeid to 1^, metpbersbip. The Congrega-
tiop8f|^^^e|t hfl.8 iiever,been large in the 
cpn îpjinity,*.,,? Mjî re than half the members 
haye.|?|en,5g#jh9red from outside our own 
ooi^i^iQ^U and without solicitation. A 
l^rge portion of the niembers have beende-
scendantsi of the piou^Puritans, Holland-
erg, Huguenots and Scotch-Irish, evincing 
that God does Veep coyenant with his peo
ple, i 

• Our losses by death and emigration have 
been heavy for the last eight years, Fifty 
four still remain, nearly all outside the vil
lage. The church has been almost a unit 
in sustaining the pastor, In applying truth 
to all sin, in pleading for the slave affd in 
maintaining a free pulpit. This has cost 
a severe tirial for the last ten years. 

THE ANTI-SLA-VERY I T R U C J G L E . 

On the 4th of,,July, 1856, a few days 
subsequently to the brutal attack upon 
Charles Sumner in- the Senate Chamber, 
the Democratic party heife, then embracing 
nearly all the property holders, lawyers, 
physicians, merchants and business men, 
undertook ijo silence all utterances against 
slavery and its guilty northern supporters, 
and to put every piilpit in chains. This» 
church and its pastor, believed with the 
Puritans, that the pulpit should be free, 
and that Jesus Christ only must direct as 
to its utterances. • 

On the foHowvP^ Sabbath, the pastor 
preached from those words of Scripture, 
"Openthy mouth for the dumb, plead the 
cause of the. pioor and needy." 

In that fiei;mon be attempted tp show 
the guilt of slavery and of the democratic 
party then in power, and tl?.e necessity of 
sustaining an unmuzzled pulpit and a sin-
rebuking Christianity. 
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The issue was then and there joined. 
The conflict was warm. The demand was 
not only ml|de of us to be silent, but of all 
the other pulfjits also, which I am sorry 
to say in regard to the other churches, has 
been too successful. While our Baptist 
and Methodist brethren have had i ^ 
ble ministers and membeirt heri,''ihe'£a'a-
jority have controled the pul[^ts Ind'tfi^ 
churches in the interests of consefV^m: 
Until the last year, not an anti slavei'y ii^r-
mon or one sustaining the govetnmerit in 
the late war is known to have been preach
ed outside the Congregational pulpit. 

No effort or money has been spared to si
lence our pulpit and bring it into subjec
tion. In Oct. 1857, the house of the pas
tor was mobbed, his property destroyed 
and his family insulted, and our meeting
house egged by a rabble collected by a phy
sician who was soon after a leader of the 
Presbyterian movement agd a member of 
that church. 

A new school Presbyterian chnrch was 
organized by a member of Columbus 
Presbytery in the autumn of 1857 and was 
soon after received by that body. Preach
ing was sustained some three years, assist
ed by Presbyterian Missionary funds and 
a house of worship built aided from their 
church-erection fund. For the last six 
years there has been but little Presbyterian 
preaching in their church and the house has 
been opened for preacbers and lecturers, 
evangelical and Ron-evangelical, orthodox 
and heterodox, spiritualist and materialist, 
christian and infidel. It has not been open
ed to the slave or his friends to plead his 
rights nor to those who sustained the 
government during the war. * 

For the last two years the New School 
Synod of Wisconsin, through its agent, has 
been dilligently engaged in re-instating 
regular preaching here. 

Eight years ago there were three New 

School Presbyterian churches upon the field 
now occupied by the Cojijgregational 
church. Of their members, twenty now 
remain on the ground. Two have united 
with our chuich. Of tbe other eighteen, 
every man and woman of them, save one, 
are Copperheads. 

During the early part of this contest the 
pastor of the Congregational church was 
frequeptly attacked and misrepresented 
through :the press, sometimes of widely 
circulated newspapers. This is the first 
statement of facts ever given to the press 
by him, and some of the worst features are 
now withheld as too disgraceful to the 
name of Christianity to be given to the pub
lic. 

The Congregational meeting house has 
been opened to the slave and his friends 
and to the friends of the government and 
a true Christianity, at all times, and shut 
against the preachers of error. 

It is believed that the church and its 
pastor have enjoyed the confidence of re
formatory christians of every name and of 
the friends of our government in all this 
region. 

Several gospel ministers of other denom
inations, have at various times resided 
here without a charge, who have all attend
ed our meeting*, with their families, and 
assisted the pastor as he needed. 
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expense of time, in some instances, collect
ed and forwarded tbe statistics of the pres
ent condition of their denominations. 

CONCLUSION. 

These thirty years spent in Wisconsin, 
have been years of hard work and some of 
them of severe trial, but they baye been 
years of joyous labor. I have never, for 
an hour regretted coming here, I only la
ment, that my life has not been more en
tirely devoted to the glory of God and to 
holy living. 

For twenty five years, I left the State 
but once and then for a short journey. I 
have spent very little time and money 
in recreation, too little, I now think. There 
is not a fish, bird or hardly a harmless wild 
animal less in the State for my living these 
years here. This has not been because I 
am opposed to taking animal life. 

I think the West has made me a strong
er and better man than I should have been 
at the East, more self-reliant and determin
ed, and 1 hope more useful. 

I have here worked with christians of 
every name, and love them the better for it. 
I can now rejoice in the spiritual prosperi
ty of them all equally with my own. 

I have been made sad that so many, n̂ 
coming West have given evidence that 
their amiable and outwardly moral charac
ter was not founded in moral principle, and 
that so large a number of professors of re
ligion, have given evidence that the root 
of the matter was not in them. About 
one-half of the members of churches who 
emigrate to the frontiers, ignore their 
profession and go with the world. 

It is a matter of sorrow, that here we 
cannot trust men, .by reason of their previ
ous professions or connections, that we 
place but little reliance upon recommenda
tions or parchments, because we are so of
ten deceived. Every one who comes to us 
must be placed on trial, and trusted when 
proved worthy. The homely old adage, 
" Every tub must stand on its own bottom," 
has a significance here as applied to char
acter. No one who comes, obtains a pass
port to favor by reason of former positions 
in society or in honorable family connec
tions. The children of the poor, if found 
worthy, can rise to distinction equally with 
those of the rich. 

The comparison of 1836 with 1866, as far 
as given here, furnishes occasion for rejoic
ing in view of what God has wrought for us 
through the gospel of His Son, and the la
bors of His people. And yet how little has 
been accomplished, how wide the moral 
wastes, how many are living in sin who 
might have been rescued, hAd every chris
tian been fully consecrated to the service 
of Christ. 

How much remains to be done in eleva
ting the standard of morals and religion 
and in reaching and saving the masses of 
our State! 

Christians seed a baptism of the Spirit 
and an entire consecration to the service 
of Christ and primitive piety and zeal, to 
fit them for-̂  the work which rests upon 
them at this time. May the Lord grant it, 
and the end of the next thirty years will 
witness a degree of educational, moral and 
religious prosperity far exceeding that 
now developed. 
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