REFLECTIONS

Grace OPC

A WISE INVESTMENT

By Pastor Brian De Jong

Matthew 6:19-20 “Do not store up
for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. >’ “But store up for
yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys,
and where thieves do not
break in or steal;

Have you ever
thought about Jesus’ in-
vestment advice in the
Sermon on the Mount?
He first counsels us to
not store up treasures on
earth. Why? Because moth and rust de-
stroy, and what they don’t consume,
thieves will steal. Earthly treasures are
fleeting — a mere morning mist that van-
ishes when the sun burns them away.

Rather than investing in such tempo-
rary and perishable assets, you should
store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven. There neither moth nor rust can
consume, and thieves are unable to break
into heaven and steal. So common sense
tells us that heavenly investments are far
wiser than earthly treasures.

But how does one go about “storing
up treasures in heaven.” Finances from
this world cannot purchase heavenly re-
wards. So what is Jesus really suggesting
that we do?

This may surprise you, but I would
strongly encourage you to engage in a
campaign of good works in this life.
That suggestion may make you gasp, but
it shouldn’t (especially if you’ve listened
to recent Sunday evening sermons on the
life to come.)

In 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, Paul dis-

cusses the great test that will be applied at
the end of time. The quality of the Chris-
tian’s work will be tested by fire. If he
has built upon his foundation with wood,
hay or stubble, his work
will be burned up. He him-
self will still be saved, but
as one being rescued from
the fire. But on the other
hand, if any man builds
with gold, silver or pre-
cious stones, then their
life’s work will come
through the fire and “he
will receive a reward.”

In the great day of judgment, we will
all stand before the judgment seat of
Christ. Each one will be assessed accord-
ing to their works — whether good or bad.
For believers, there will be no condemna-
tion because they are in Christ Jesus. The
Lord absorbed their punishment on Cal-
vary and paid the debt for their sins. They
will not be condemned, lest God be unjust.

So why would a Christian even need
to appear before the judgment seat of
Christ? For reward for the works he has
done. Jesus plainly teaches this in Mat-
thew 16:27, ““For the Son of Man is going
to come in the glory of His Father with
His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY
MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.” He
again repeats it in Revelation 22:12
“Behold, I am coming quickly, and My
reward is with Me, to render to every man
according to what he has done.” This is
also taught in the Old Testament, in such
places as Psalm 28:4 and Jeremiah 17:10.

Let us be very plain that judgment ac-
cording to our works has no bearing on...
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The Family of God

by J. C. Ryle

"The whole family in heaven and earth."
—Ephesians 3:15

The words which form the title of this paper
ought to stir some feelings in our minds at any time.
There lives not the man or woman on earth who is
not member of some "family." The poorest as well
as the richest has his kith and kin, and can tell you
something of his "family."

Family gatherings at certain times of the
year, such as Christmas, we all know, are very com-
mon. Thousands of firesides are crowded then, if at
no other time of the year. The young man in town
snatches a few days from business, and takes a run
down to the old folks at home. The young woman in
service gets a short holiday, and comes to visit her
father and mother. Brothers and sisters meet for a
few hours. Parents and children look one another in
the face. How much there is to talk about! How
many questions to be asked! How many interesting
things to be told! Happy indeed is that fireside which
sees gathered round it at Christmas "the whole fam-
ily!"

Family gatherings are natural, and right, and
good. I approve them with all my heart. It does me
good to see them kept up. They are one of the very
few pleasant things which have survived the fall of
man. Next to the grace of God, I see no principle
which unites people so much in this sinful world as
family feeling...

Family gatherings, nevertheless, are often
sorrowful things. It would be strange indeed, in such
a world as this, if they were not. Few are the family
circles which do not show gaps and vacant places as
years pass away. Changes and deaths make sad
havoc as time goes on. Thoughts will rise up within
us, as we grow older, about faces and voices no
longer with us, which no Christmas merriment can
entirely keep down. When the young members of the
family have once begun to launch forth into the
world, the old heads may long survive the scattering
of the nest; but after a certain time, it seldom hap-
pens that you see together "the whole family."

There is one great family to which I want all
the readers of this paper to belong. It is a family de-
spised by many, and not even known by some. But it
is a family of far more importance than any family on
earth. To belong to it entitles a man to far greater
privileges than to be the son of a king. It is the family
of which St. Paul speaks to the Ephesians, when he
tells them of the "whole family in heaven and earth." It
is the family of God.

I ask the attention of every reader of this paper
while I try to describe this family, and recommend it
to his notice. I want to tell you of the amazing benefits
which membership of this family conveys. [ want you
to be found one of this family, when its gathering shall
come at last,—a gathering without separation, or sor-
row, or tears. Hear me while, as a minister of Christ,
and friend to your soul, I speak to you for a few min-
utes about “the whole family in heaven and earth:”...

I. What is that family which the Bible calls "the
whole family in heaven and earth"? Of whom does it
consist? The family before us consists of all real
Christians,—of all who have the Spirit,—of all true
believers in Christ,—of the saints of every age, and
Church, and nation, and tongue. It includes the blessed
company of all faithful people. It is the same as the
election of God,—the household of faith,—the mysti-
cal body of Christ,—the bride,—the living temple,—
the sheep that never perish,—the Church of the first-
born,—the holy Catholic Church. All these expres-
sions are only "the family of God" under other names.
Membership of the family before us does not depend
on any earthly connection. It comes not by natural
birth, but by new birth. Ministers cannot impart it to
their hearers. Parents cannot give it to their children.
You may be born in the godliest family in the land,
and enjoy the richest means of grace a Church can
supply, and yet never belong to the family of God. To
belong to it you must be born again. None but the
Holy Ghost can make a living member of His family.
It is His special office and prerogative to bring into the
true Church such as shall be saved. They that are born
again are born, "not of blood, nor of the will of the
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flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." (John 1.
13.)

Do you ask the reason, of this name which
the Bible gives to the company of all true Chris-
tians? Would you like to know why they are called
"a family"? Listen and I will tell you.

(a) True Christians are called "a family" be-
cause they have all one Father. They are all children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus. They are all born of
one Spirit. They are all sons and daughters of the
Lord Almighty. They have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby they cry, Abba Father. (Gal. iii.
26; John iii. 8; 2 Cor. vi. 18; Rom. viii. 15.)
They do not regard God with slavish fear, as
an austere Being, only ready to punish them.
They look up to Him with tender confidence,
as a reconciled and loving parent,—as one

(13

one but

the Holy

name. To believers it is full of comfort, hope, joy, rest,
and peace. No wonder they are called "a family."

(c) True Christians, above all, are called "a
family" because there is so strong a family likeness
among them. They are all led by one Spirit, and are
marked by the same general features of life, heart,
taste, and character. Just as there is a general bodily
resemblance among the brothers and sisters of a fam-
ily, so there is a general spiritual resemblance among
all the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. They
all hate sin and love God. They all rest their hope of
salvation on Christ, and have no confidence in them-
selves. They all endeavour to "come out
and be separate" from the ways of the
world, and to set their affections on things
above. They all turn naturally to the same
Bible, as the only food of their souls and

forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin, to Ghost can the only sure guide in their pilgrimage to-
all who believe on Jesus,—and full of pity ward heaven: they find it a "lamp to their
even to the least and feeblest. The words, . feet, and a light to their path." (Psa. cxix.
"Our Father which art in heaven," are no make a liv- 105.) They all go to the same throne of
mere form in the mouth of true Christians. grace in prayer, and find it as needful to
No wonder they are called God's "family." n g mem- speak to God as to breathe. They all live by

(b) True Christians are called "a fam-
ily," because they all rejoice in one name.
That name is the name of their great Head
and Elder Brother, even Jesus Christ the
Lord. Just as a common family name is the
uniting link to all the members of a Highland
clan, so does the name of Jesus tie all believers to-
gether in one vast family. As members of outward
visible Churches they have various names and dis-
tinguishing appellations. As living members of
Christ, they all, with one heart and mind, rejoice in
one Saviour. Not a heart among them but feels
drawn to Jesus as the only object of hope. Not a
tongue among them but would tell you that "Christ is
all." Sweet to them all is the thought of Christ's
death for them on the cross. Sweet is the thought of
Christ's intercession for them at the right hand of
God. Sweet is the thought of Christ's coming again
to unite them to Himself in one glorified company
for ever. In fact, you might as well take away the sun
out of heaven, as take away the name of Christ from
believers. To the world there may seem little in His

ber of His
family.”

the same rule, the Word of God, and strive
to conform their daily life to its precepts.
They have all the same inward experience.
Repentance, faith, hope, charity, humility,
inward conflict, are things with which they
are all more or less acquainted. No wonder
they are called "a family."

This family likeness among true believers is a
thing that deserves special attention. To my own mind
it is one of the strongest indirect evidences of the truth
of Christianity It is one of the greatest proofs of the
reality of the work of the Holy Ghost. Some true
Christians live in civilized countries, and some in the
midst of heathen lands. Some are highly educated, and
some are unable to read a letter. Some are rich and
some are poor. Some are Churchmen and some are
Dissenters. Some are old and some are young. And
yet, notwithstanding all this, there is a marvellous one-
ness of heart and character among them. Their joys
and their sorrows, their love and their hatred, their
likes and their dislikes, their tastes and their distastes,
their hopes and their fears, are all most curiously alike.
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Let others think what they please, I see in all this the
finger of God. His handiwork is always one and the
same. No wonder that true Christians are compared
to "a family."

Take a converted Englishman and a con-
verted Hindu, and let them suddenly meet for the
first time. I will engage, if they can understand one
another's language, they will soon find common
ground between them, and feel at home...The Eng-
lishman finds that he has more in common with his
Hindu brother than he has with many an old college
companion or school-fellow! Who can account for
this? How can it be explained? Nothing can account
for it but the unity of the Spirit's teaching. It is "one
touch" of grace (not nature) "that makes the whole
world kin." God's people are in the highest sense "a
family."

This is the family to which I wish to direct
the attention of my readers in this paper. This is the
family to which I want you to belong. I ask you this
day to consider it well, if you never considered it
before. I have shown you the Father of the family,—
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I have
shown you the Head and Elder Brother of the fam-
ily,—the Lord Jesus Himself. I have shown you the
features and characteristics of the family. Its mem-
bers have all great marks of resemblance. Once more
I say, consider it well.

Outside this family, remember, there is no
salvation. None but those who belong to it, accord-
ing to the Bible, are in the way that leads to heaven.
The salvation of our souls does not depend on union
with one Church or separation from another. They
are miserably deceived who think that it does, and
will find it out to their cost one day, except they
awake. No! the life of our souls depends on some-
thing far more important. This is life eternal, to be a
member of "the whole family in heaven and earth."

II. I will now pass on to the second thing
which I promised to consider. What is the present
position of the whole family in heaven and earth?
The family to which I am directing the attention of
my readers this day is divided into two great parts.
Each part has its own residence or dwelling-place.
Part of the family is in heaven, and part is on earth.

For the present the two parts are entirely separated
from one another. But they form one body in the sight
of God, though resident in two places; and their union
is sure to take place one day.

Two places, be it remembered, and two only,
contain the family of God. The Bible tells us of no
third habitation. There is no such thing as purgatory,
whatever some Christians may think fit to say. There
is no house of purifying, training, or probation for
those who are not true Christians when they die. Oh
no! There are but two parts of the family,—the part
that is seen and the part that is unseen, the part that is
in "heaven" and the part that is on "earth." The mem-
bers of the family that are not in heaven are on earth,
and those that are not on earth are in heaven. Two
parts, and two only! Two places, and two only! Let
this never be forgotten.

Some of God's family are safe in heaven. They
are at rest in that place which the Lord Jesus expressly
calls "Paradise." (Luke xxiii. 43.) They have finished
their course. They have fought their battle. They have
done their appointed work. They have learned their
lessons. They have carried their cross. They have
passed through the waves of this troublesome world
and reached the harbour. Little as we know about
them, we know that they are happy. They are no
longer troubled by sin and temptation. They have said
good-bye for ever to poverty and anxiety, to pain and
sickness, to sorrow and tears. They are with Christ
Himself, who loved them and gave Himself for them,
and in His company they must needs be happy. (Phil.
1. 23.) They have nothing to fear in looking back to the
past. They have nothing to dread in looking forward to
things to come. Three things only are lacking to make
their happiness complete. These three are the second
advent of Christ in glory, the resurrection of their own
bodies, and the gathering together of all believers. And
of these three things they are sure.

Some of God's family are still upon earth.
They are scattered to and fro in the midst of a wicked
world, a few in one place and a few in another. All are
more or less occupied in the same way, according to
the measure of their grace. All are running a race, do-
ing a work, warring a warfare, carrying a cross, striv-
ing against sin, resisting the devil, crucifying the flesh,
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struggling against the world, witnessing for Christ,
mourning over their own hearts, hearing, reading,
and praying, however feebly, for the life of their
souls. Each is often disposed to think no cross so
heavy as his own, no work so difficult, no heart so
hard. But each and all hold on their way,—a wonder
to the ignorant world around them, and often a won-
der to themselves.

But, however divided God's family may be at
present in dwelling-place and local habitation, it is
still one family. Both parts of it are still one in char-
acter, one in possessions, and one in rela-
tion to God. The part in heaven has not so
much superiority over the part on earth as
at first sight may appear. The difference
between the two is only one of degree.

(a) Both parts of the family love
the same Saviour, and delight in the same
perfect will of God. But the part on earth
loves with much imperfection and infir-
mity, and lives by faith, not by sight.—
The part in heaven loves without weak-
ness, or doubt, or distraction. It walks by
sight and not by faith, and sees what it
once believed.

(b) Both parts of the family are
saints. But the saints on earth are often poor weary
pilgrims, who find the "flesh lusting against the
spirit and the spirit lusting against the flesh, so that
they cannot do the things they would." (Gal. v. 17.)
They live in the midst of an evil world, and are often
sick of themselves and of the sin they see around
them.—The saints in heaven, on the contrary, are
delivered from the world, the flesh, and the devil,
and enjoy a glorious liberty. They are called "the
spirits of just men made perfect." (Heb. xii. 23.)

(c) Both parts of the family are alike God's
children. But the children in heaven have learned all
their lessons, have finished their appointed tasks,
have begun an eternal holiday.—The children on
earth are still at school. They are daily learning wis-
dom, though slowly and with much trouble, and of-
ten needing to be reminded of their past lessons by
chastisement and the rod. Their holidays are yet to
come.

(d) Both parts of the family are alike God's

as much for

His members

in heaven.”

soldiers. But the soldiers on earth are yet militant.
Their warfare is not accomplished. Their fight is not
over. They need every day to put on the whole armour
of God.—The soldiers in heaven are all triumphant.
No enemy can hurt them now. No fiery dart can reach
them. Helmet and shield may both be laid aside. They
may at last say to the sword of the Spirit, "Rest and be
still." They may at length sit down, and need not to
watch and stand on their guard.

(2) Last, but not least, both parts of the family are
alike safe and secure. Wonderful as this may sound, it

is true. Christ cares as much for His mem-

“Christ cares bers on earth as His members in heaven.

You might as well think to pluck the stars
out of heaven, as to pluck one saint, how-
ever feeble, out of Christ's hand. Both parts
of the family are alike secured by "an ever-

His members lasting covenant ordered in all things and

sure." (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) The members on

on earth as -carth, through the burden of the flesh and

the dimness of their faith, may neither see,
nor know, nor feel their own safety. But
they are safe, though they may not see it.
The whole family is "kept by the power of
God, through faith unto salvation." (1 Peter
1. 5.) The members yet on the road are as
secure as the members who have got home. Not one
shall be found missing at the last day. The words of
the Christian poet shall be found strictly true:—

"More happy, but not more secure,

The glorified spirits in heaven."

Before I leave this part of my subject, I ask
every reader of this paper to understand thoroughly the
present position of God's family, and to form a just
estimate of it. Learn not to measure its numbers or its
privileges by what you see with your eyes. You see
only a small body of believers in this present time. But
you must not forget that a great company has got safe
to heaven already, and that when all are assembled at
the last day they will be "a multitude which no man
can number." (Rev. vii. 9.) You only see that part of
the family which is struggling on earth. You must
never forget that the greater part of the family has got
home and is resting in heaven.—You see the militant
part, but not the triumphant. You see the part that is
carrying the cross, but not the part which is safe in
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Paradise. The family of God is far more rich and
glorious than you suppose. Believe me, it is no small
thing to belong to the "whole family in heaven and
earth."

1. T will now pass on to the last thing which
I promised to consider.—What are the future pros-
pects of the whole family in heaven and earth?
The future prospects of a family! What a vast
amount of uncertainty these words open up when we
look at any family now in the world! How little we
can tell of the things coming on any of us! What a
mercy that we do not know the sorrows

of which I am speaking in this paper, and commending
to your attention. The future prospects of the family of
God are not uncertain. They are good, and only
good,—happy, and only happy. Listen to me, and I
will try to set them in order before you.

(a) The members of God's family shall all be
brought safe home one day. Here upon earth they may
be scattered, tried, tossed with tempests, and bowed
down with afflictions. But not one of them shall per-
ish. (John x. 28.) The weakest lamb shall not be left to
perish in the wilderness: the feeblest child shall not be

missing when the muster-roll is brought out

and trials and separations through which ~ “/n 5p/'{'e Of at the last day. In spite of the world, the

our beloved children may have to pass,

flesh, and the devil, the whole family shall

when we have left the world! It is a ¢ h e Wor. / d get home. "If, when we were enemies, we
’

mercy that we do not know "what a day
may bring forth," and a far greater mercy

were reconciled to God by the death of His
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall

that we do not know what may happen in the fle 5/7, be saved by His life." (Rom. v. 10.)

twenty years. (Prov. xxvii. 1.) Alas, fore-

(b) The members of God's family shall all

knowledge of the future prospects of our and the have glorious bodies one day. When the
belongings would spoil many a family Lord Jesus Christ comes the second time, the
gathering, and fill the whole party with . dead saints shall all be raised and the living
gloom! dew/, the shall all be changed. They shall no longer

Think how many a fine boy, who

have a vile mortal body, full of weaknesses

is now the delight of his parents, will by whole fam- and infirmities: they shall have a body like

and by walk in the prodigal's footsteps,

that of their risen Lord, without the slightest

and never return home! Think how many //y shall gej- liability to sickness and pain. They shall no

a fair daughter, the joy of a mother's
heart, will follow the bent of her self-will
after a few years, and insist on some mis-
erably mistaken marriage! Think how
disease and pain will often lay low the loveliest of a
family circle, and make her life a burden and weari-
ness to herself, if not to others! Think of the endless
breaches and divisions arising out of money matters!
Alas, there is many a life-long quarrel about a few
pounds, between those who once played together in
the same nursery! Think of these things. The "future
prospects" of many a family which meets together
every Christmas are a solemn and serious subject.
Hundreds, to say the least, are gathering together for
the last time: when they part, they will never meet
again.

But, thank God, there is one great family
whose "prospects" are very different. It is the family

home.

longer be clogged and hindered by an aching
“ frame, when they want to serve God: they

shall be able to serve Him night and day

without weariness, and to attend upon Him
without distraction. The former things will have
passed away. That word will be fulfilled, "I make all
things new." (Rev. xxi. 5.)

(¢) The members of God's family shall all be
gathered into one company one day. It matters nothing
where they have lived or where they have died. They
may have been separated from one another both by
time and space. One may have lived in tents, with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and another travelled by
railway in our own day. One may have laid his bones
in an Australian desert, and another may have been
buried in an English churchyard. It makes no differ-
ence. All shall be gathered together from north and
south, and east and west, and meet in one happy as-
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sembly, to part no more. The earthly partings of
God's family are only for a few days. Their meeting
is for eternity. It matters little where we live. It is a
time of scattering now, and not of gathering. It mat-
ters little where we die. All graves are equally near
to Paradise. But it does matter much whether we be-
long to God's family. If we do we are sure to meet
again at last.

(d) The members of God's family shall all be
united in mind and judgment one day. They are not
so now about many little things. About the things
needful to salvation there is a marvellous unity
among them. About many speculative
points in religion, about forms of worship
and Church government, they often sadly
disagree. But there shall be no disagree-
ment among them one day. Ephraim shall
no longer vex Judah, nor Judah Ephraim.
... Partial knowledge and dim vision shall
be at an end for ever. Divisions and sepa-
rations, misunderstandings and miscon-
structions, shall be buried and forgotten.
As there shall only be one language, so
there shall only be one opinion. At last,
after six thousand years of strife and jan-

‘A family

be shown to
angels & men

in which all

fair as the moon, and clear as the sun. (Eph. v. 27;
Cant. v. 10.) Grace, even now, is a beautiful thing,
when it lives, and shines, and flourishes in the midst of
imperfection. But how much more beautiful will grace
appear when it is seen pure, unmixed, unmingled, and
alone! And it shall be seen so when Christ comes to be
glorified in His saints at the last day.

(f) Last, but not least, the members of God's family
shall all be eternally provided for one day. When the
affairs of this sinful world are finally wound up and
settled, there shall be an everlasting portion for all the
sons and daughters of the Lord almighty. Not even the
weakest of them shall be overlooked and
forgotten. There shall be something for
everyone, according to his measure. The
smallest vessel of grace, as well as the

shall at le ng th greatest, shall be filled to the brim with

glory. The precise nature of that glory and
reward it would be folly to pretend to de-
scribe. It is a thing which eye has not seen,
nor mind of man conceived. Enough for us
to know that each member of God's family,
when he awakes up after His Master's like-
ness, shall be "satisfied." (Psalm xvii. 15.)
Enough, above all, to know that their joy,

gling, perfect unity and harmony shall be are of one and glory, and reward shall be for ever.
found. A family shall at length be shown What they receive in the day of the Lord
to angels and men in which all are of one mind.” they will never lose. The inheritance re-

mind.

(e) The members of God's family
shall all be perfected in holiness one day. They are
not literally perfect now, although "complete in
Christ." (Col. ii. 10.) Though born again, and re-
newed after the image of Christ, they offend and fall
short in many things. (James iii, 2.) None know it
better than they do themselves. It is their grief and
sorrow that they do not love God more heartily and
serve Him more faithfully. But they shall be com-
pletely freed from all corruption one day. They shall
rise again at Christ's second appearing without any
of the infirmities which cleave to them in their lives.
Not a single evil temper or corrupt inclination shall
be found in them. They shall be presented by their
Head to the Father, without spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing,—perfectly holy and without blemish,—

served for them, when they come of age, is
"incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not
away." (1 Peter 1. 4.)

These prospects of God's family are great reali-
ties. They are not vague shadowy talk of man's inven-
tion. They are real true things, and will be seen as such
before long. They deserve your serious consideration.
Examine them well.

Look round the families of earth with which
you are acquainted, the richest, the greatest, the no-
blest, the happiest. Where will you find one among
them all which can show prospects to compare with
those of which you have just heard. The earthly riches,
in many a case, will be gone in a hundred years hence.
The noble blood, in many a case, will not prevent
some disgraceful deed staining the family name. The
happiness, in many a case, will be found hollow and
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seeming. ... Whether for present possessions or future
prospects, there is no family so well off as "the
whole family in heaven and earth." Whether you
look at what they have now, or will have hereafter,
there is no family like the family of God.

My task is done. My paper is drawing to a
close. It only remains to close it with a few words of
practical application. Give me your attention for the
last time. May God bless what I am going to say to
the good of your soul!

(1) T'ask you a plain question. Take it with
you to every family gathering which you join at any
season of the year. Take it with you, and amidst all
your happiness make time for thinking about it. It is
a simple question, but a solemn one,—Do you yet
belong to the family of God?

To the family of God, remember! This is the
point of my question. It is no answer to say that you
are a Protestant, or a Churchman, or a Dissenter. I
want to hear of something more and better than that.
I want you to have some soul-satisfying and soul-
saving religion,—a religion that will give you peace
while you live, and hope when you die. To have
such peace and hope you must be something more
than a Protestant, or a Churchman, or a Dissenter.
You must belong to "the family of God." Thousands
around you do not belong to it, I can well believe.
But that is no reason why you should not.

If you do not yet belong to God's family, I
invite you this day to join it without delay. Open
your eyes to see the value of your soul, the sinful-
ness of sin, the holiness of God, the danger of your
present condition, the absolute necessity of a mighty
change. Open your eyes to see these things, and re-
pent this very day.—Open your eyes to see the great
Head of God's family, even Christ Jesus, waiting to
save your soul. See how He has loved you, lived for
you, died for you, risen again for you, and obtained
complete redemption for you. See how He offers
you free, full, immediate pardon, if you will believe
in Him. Open your eyes to see these things. Seek
Christ at once. Come and believe on Him, and com-
mit your soul to His keeping this very day.

I know nothing of your family or past his-

tory. I know not where you go to spend your leisure
weeks, or what company you are going to be in. But |
am bold to say, that if you join the family of God you
will find it the best and happiest family in the world.

(2) If you really belong to the whole family in
heaven and earth, count up your privileges, and learn
to be more thankful. Think what a mercy it is to have
something which the world can neither give nor take
away,—something which makes you independent of
sickness or poverty,—something which is your own
for evermore. The old family fireside will soon be cold
and tenantless. The old family gatherings will soon be
past and gone for ever. The loving faces we now de-
light to gaze on are rapidly leaving us. The cheerful
voices which now welcome us will soon be silent in
the grave. But, thank God, if we belong to Christ's
family there is a better gathering yet to come. Let us
often think of it, and be thankful!

The family gathering of all God's people will
make amends for all that their religion now costs
them. A meeting where none are missing,—a meeting
where there are no gaps and empty places,—a meeting
where there are no tears,—a meeting where there is no
parting,—such a meeting as this is worth a fight and a
struggle. And such a meeting is yet to come to "the
whole family in heaven and earth."

In the meantime let us strive to live worthy of
the family to which we belong. Let us labour to do
nothing that may cause our Father's house to be spo-
ken against. Let us endeavour to make our Master's
name beautiful by our temper, conduct, and conversa-
tion. Let us love as brethren, and abhor all quarrels.
Let us behave as if the honour of "the family" de-
pended on our behaviour.

So living, by the grace of God, we shall make
our calling and election sure, both to ourselves and
others. So living, we may hope to have an abundant
entrance, and to enter harbour in full sail, whenever
we change earth for heaven. (2 Peter i. 11.) So living,
we shall recommend our Father's family to others, and
perhaps by God's blessing incline them to say, "We
will go with you."

From the book, Practical Religion, “The Family of
God” by J.C. Ryle.
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Poem

submitted by Carla De Master

Page 9

session Digest

The Session held its monthly meeting on
Tuesday, December 16" at the church. The deacons
joined the elders to discuss the ongoing work of the
deacons, in accordance with our Book of Church
Order requirements. The Session also reviewed the
proposed budget for 2015 and made some changes.
The following nominees for office were certified by
the Session: Mark; Don DT, Randy; Josh, James,
Steve, Joe, Carl, Rodney, Jared. The date of the
annual congregation and corporation meetings was set
for Wednesday, January 21* with a snow date of
January 28™. The annual joint service was also
discussed.
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Sunburst SKi/Tubing Trip

A Ski & Tubing Trip has been <
planned for Sunburst on January 17th. If

you are interested in either skiing or

tubing, see Roger or Deborah Arndt!
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Comments on Finance

by Joel Moody

Fund was $7,991.50. Please refer to the Capital
Fund Graph that shows the historical giving for the
years indicated in the graph. You may contribute
to the Capital Fund by marking your gift as
“Capital Fund” and placing it in the offering plate.
Please note that the Capital Fund is used to pay for
current and future needs that may exist to purchase
additional equipment (such as the sound system,
tables and chairs, etc.) or building-type items (such
as a parking lot, driveway, furnace boiler, etc.).
Since some capital needs are quite substantial in
nature, resources to finance and pay for these
projects can take years to pay for them. Even
though capital needs may not be large in the
current year, we should wisely allocate our giving
not only to current needs, but also to these future

General Fund receipts for November
totaled $14,504.36 as compared to the budget of
$16,256.76, while General Fund disbursements for
November totaled $11,885.23. November year to date
General Fund receipts totaled $143,460.76 as
compared to the budget of $156,064.63 (a shortfall of
$12,603.87), while November year to date
disbursements of $142,670.88 were $13,393.75 below
budget. Through the end of November, the General
Fund has increased by $883.35. Year to date General
Fund receipts for November were 7.7% below last
year’s total on an average Sunday while disbursements
were 2.2% below the prior year.

Benevolence Fund Receipts for November
totaled $1,611.00 as compared to the budget of
$1,493.75 (an excess of $117.25). Year to date
Benevolence Fund Receipts through November totaled
$14,618.52 and were below budget by $1,812.73.
Please refer to the graph for a historical trend of
benevolence receipts as well as the current
benevolence budget. ...

November Year to Date giving for the Capital

needs as well.

M YTD 2011 Received
B YTD 2012 Received
B YTD 2013 Received
B YTD 2014 Received
YTD 2014 Budget

November YTD Benevolence Receipts Actual vs. Current
Budget
$18,000.00 $16,315.95 516,006.90 $16,431.25
$16,000.00 $14,600.25 $14,618.52 —
$14,000.00 — —
$12,000.00 — —
$10,000.00 — —
$8,000.00 — —
$6,000.00 — —
$4,000.00 — —
$2,000.00 — —
s_
YTD 2011 YTD 2012 YTD 2013 YTD 2014  YTD 2014 Budget
Received Received Received Received
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November YTD Capital Fund Receipts
$80,000.00 $72,84541
$70,000.00
$60,000.00 $51,125.00
$50,000.00 -
$40,000.00 - .
oL B November YTD Capital Fund
$30,000.00 - P97 Receipts
$20,000.00 -
ST $9,124.02| $7,991.50
. BN B
YTD 2010 YTD2011 YTD2012 YTD 2013 YTD 2014
Received Received Received Received Received

New Hope Men’s Retreat

This year’s New Hope Men’s Retreat will
be held Fri.-Sat., February 20-21 at Green Lake
Conference Center in Green Lake, WI. The
retreat promises to be a wonderful time in God’s
Word and fellowship with other brothers in Christ
from around the Presbytery of the Midwest.

This year our speaker is the Rev. Kim
Kuhfuss. He will lead us in a study from the
Scriptures examining our stewardship from God
over our lives, our families, the church, and the
world around us.

To signup online go to:
http://www.nhopc.org/resources/event-
registration/

If you have questions, please contact Rick
Laczny at ... or you can contact Paul Mourreale
at ...



http://www.nhopc.org/resources/event-registration/
http://www.nhopc.org/resources/event-registration/
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Book Review

by DeLou De Jong
Carried by My Wife, for them physically and spiritually. In addition to
by Kazutoshi and Ykiko Mitsuhashi diligently reminding readers of God’s goodness,
Several years ago, Don Schlernitzauer Carried By My Wife also describes many aspects of
encouraged us to read Carried By My Wife, the late 20th Century Japanese culture.
inspiring story of Kazutoshi Mitsuhashi and his wife ... ’'m so thankful to have read it. Carried
Yukiko. By My Wife encouraged me to live more

The book emphasizes not only God’s mercy in  sacrificially for my family, and also equipped me to
helping them deal with severe physical handicaps, but  pray for the spread of Christ’s glorious gospel in
also His faithfulness in teaching Yukiko to lovingly Japan.
and faithfully serve Kazutoshi and their sons.

Throughout their narrative, the authors share many
instances of God answering their prayers and caring

Gy

A couple of the ladies of our Church would
like to get together once a month starting in
January to work on crafts. You can bring your
own knitting, crocheting, sewing machine or
whatever you are interested in doing. If you
would be interested in making something for Pine
Haven Corner Store they always need new items.

Time and date will be decided if we get
enough ladies. See Carla or Ellen if you are
interested
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“The eyes
of all look

to You,
And You give
them their food
in due time.
You open
Your hand
And satisfy
the desire of
every living

thing.”
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GRACESHEBOYGAN

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE:
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GRACE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

“In my flesh shall I see God.”
(Job 19:26)

Spargeon
Mark the subject of Job’s devout antici-

g pation “I shall see God.” He does not say, “I

ﬂ/‘l (7 ot shall see the saints”—though doubtless that
will be untold felicity—but, “I shall see God.”
It is not—*I shall see the pearly gates, I shall
behold the walls of jasper, I shall gaze upon the crowns of gold,”
but “I shall see God.” This is the sum and substance of heaven,
this is the joyful hope of all believers. It is their delight to see him
now in the ordinances by faith. They love to behold him in com-
munion and in prayer; but there in heaven they shall have an open
and unclouded vision, and thus seeing “him as he is,” shall be
made completely like him. Likeness to God—what can we wish
for more? And a sight of God—what can we desire better? Some
read the passage, “Yet, I shall see God in my flesh,” and find here
an allusion to Christ, as the “Word made flesh,” and that glorious
beholding of him which shall be the splendour of the latter days.
Whether so or not it is certain that Christ shall be the object of
our eternal vision; nor shall we ever want any joy beyond that of
seeing him. Think not that this will be a narrow sphere for the
mind to dwell in. It is but one source of delight, but that source is
infinite. All his attributes shall be subjects for contemplation, and
as he is infinite under each aspect, there is no fear of exhaustion.
His works, his gifts, his love to us, and his glory in all his pur-
poses, and in all his actions, these shall make a theme which will
be ever new. The patriarch looked forward to this sight of God as
a personal enjoyment. “Whom mine eye shall behold, and not
another.” Take realizing views of heaven’s bliss; think what it
will be fo you. “Thine eyes shall see the King in his beauty.” All
earthly brightness fades and darkens as we gaze upon it, but here
is a brightness which can never dim, a glory which can never
fade—*“I shall see God.”

Evening, January 10th, by C. H. Spurgeon

Front Page Concluded...

...our eternal salvation. You cannot and will
not be justified for doing good works in obedience
to the law. That cannot and will not happen. Good
works are the good and necessary fruit of our salva-
tion, but never the cause of our salvation.

So how should we live if we wish to invest in
heavenly futures? Set your mind to understanding
and obeying the word of God — being a doer of the
word, and not a mere hearer. Look for ways to
serve God by helping others (cf Matthew 25:40).

Find areas of your life that are out of accord with
the living and enduring word of God, and make
changes to bring your conduct into line with His
commandments. Love God with all your heart,
soul, strength and mind, and love your neighbor as
yourself.



