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COPING WITH CRISIS

By Pastor Brian De Jong

Unless you live in a cave, you’re
probably aware that we live in increas-
ingly troubled times. The economic
woes of the last six months are inescap-
able, as are the governmental changes
underway. Whether you look to Wall
Street or to Washington,
everything seems to be
up in the air. Uncertainty
has bred pessimism,
which in turn has
spawned fear. “What
shall become of us?” we
wonder.

It is equally evident
that no one really has
solid answers for the current crisis. Pro-
posals fly from left and right, but no one
seems to know what will turn our society
around. The ever-present media can di-
agnose the disease but cannot prescribe a
cure.

All of which leads us to ask, “How
shall we live as Christians in the midst of
a culture-wide crisis?” What should be
our posture in this hour of trial? 1 find
the words of Paul to be exactly on target.
Writing to his friends in Corinth, Paul
says this: Therefore, my beloved breth-
ren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, know-
ing that your toil is not in vain in the
Lord. (I Corinthians 15:58)

In writing these words, Paul reminds
them that we are “beloved brethren.” 1
don’t think that Paul merely referenced
his own human affection for them, but
was thinking of God’s great love for all
His children. Yes, we are beloved by our
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fellow Christians, but how much more
love has the Father shown to us, that we
should be called His children! That love
of God was manifest when Christ died
upon the cross, and that same love has
been shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit.

So as beloved children of
God, how should we live?
We should be steadfast
and immovable. In other
words, strongly committed
to the truth of the gospel!
We have taken our stand
and we will not be moved.
Though everything around
us trembles and quakes, we remain un-
shaken in our belief that Christ is King
and that His word is true! In times of cri-
sis, we must hold fast to the truth — that is
the first duty.

Our second duty, according to this
verse, 1s to be “always abounding in the
work of the Lord.” Seek God’s kingdom
and His righteousness! Carry out the holy
calling which God has given you. Be
busy in kingdom labors and in ministering
God’s grace in its various forms. This is
no time to withdraw from service to Christ
and to his people. Resist the temptation to
“hunker down” until the storm is past.
Keep holding forth the good news of
Christ — people need this message now
more than ever before!

Finally, Paul says, remember that your
toil is not in vain in the Lord. Whatever
you do for Christ will bear fruit in due
season. Don’t grow weary....

N

...continued on page 7

Volume 4, Issue 3

March 2009

Inside this issue:

Pastor’s Article 1

Bearing the Cross ~ 2-

by John Calvin 3
Cleaning 3
March Birthdays 4
New Address 4

March Calendar 5

Recipe Corner 6
Mark Your 8
Calendars

Missionary 9
Presentation

Front Page 10
Concluded...

Taco Supper & 11
Game Night

Did You Know 12
Mnemonics...

e Worldview Movie
Night, 6th

e Men'’s Breakfast
& Study, 7th

e Presbytery in St.
Louis, 20th-21st

e Taco Supper &
Game Night, 27th



Page 2 Reflections

Bearing the Cross

By John Calvin

The pious mind must ascend still higher,
namely, whither Christ calls his disciples when he
says, that every one of them must “take up his
cross,” (Matt. 16:24) Those whom the Lord has cho-
sen ... must prepare for a hard, laborious, troubled
life, a life full of many and various kinds of evils; it
being the will of our heavenly Father to exercise his
people in this way while putting them to the proof.
Having begun this course with Christ the
first-born, he continues it towards all his
children. For though that Son was dear to
him above others, the Son in whom he

powerfully should it soften the bitterness of the
cross, to think that the more we are afflicted with
adversity, the surer we are made of our fellowship
with Christ; by communion with whom our suffer-
ings are not only blessed to us, but tend greatly to
the furtherance of our salvation.

2. We may add, that the only thing which
made it necessary for our Lord to undertake to bear

the cross, was to testify and prove his obe-

“. ..trans f @/ dience to the Father; whereas there are

many reasons which make it necessary for
us to live constantly under the cross. Feeble

was “well pleased,” yet we see, that far y our as we are by nature, and prone to ascribe
from being treated gently and indul- all perfection to our flesh, unless we re-
gently, we may say, that not only washe  con ﬁ'denc’e ceive as it were ocular demonstration of

subjected to a perpetual cross while he
dwelt on earth, but his whole life was
nothing else than a kind of perpetual
cross. The Apostle assigns the reason,

to God,

our weakness, we readily estimate our vir-
tue above its proper worth, and doubt not
that, whatever happens, it will stand unim-
paired and invincible against all difficul-

“Though he was a Son, yet learned he ‘N ties. Hence we indulge a stupid and empty
obedience by the things which he suf- reC/Inlng confidence in the flesh, and then trusting to
fered,” (Heb. 5:8) . it wax proud against the Lord himself; as if
Why then should we exempt our- on HIIT), .. our own faculties were sufficient without
selves from that condition to which his grace. This arrogance cannot be better
Christ our Head behoved to submit; espe- £ ¢ repressed than when He proves to us by
cially since he submitted on our account, rus. experience, not only how great our weak-
that he might in his own person exhibit a ness, but also our frailty is. Therefore, he
model of patience? Wherefore, the Apos- in Hi.f visits us with disgrace, or poverty, or be-

tle declares, that all the children of God

are destined to be conformed to him. .
Hence it affords us great consolation in

hard and difficult circumstances, which

men deem evil and adverse, to think that we are
holding fellowship with the sufferings of Christ; that
as he passed to celestial glory through a labyrinth of
many woes, so we too are conducted thither through
various tribulations.

For, in another passage, Paul himself thus
speaks, “we must through much tribulation enter the
kingdom of God,” (Acts 14:22); and again, “that |
may know him, and the power of his resurrection,
and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death,” (Romans 8:29.) How

aid...”

reavement, or disease, or other afflictions.
Feeling altogether unable to support
them, we forthwith, in so far as regards
ourselves, give way, and thus humbled
learn to invoke his strength, which alone can enable
us to bear up under a weight of affliction. Nay, even
the holiest of men, however well aware that they
stand not in their own strength, but by the grace of
God, would feel too secure in their own fortitude and
constancy, were they not brought to a more thorough
knowledge of themselves by the trial of the cross.
This feeling gained even upon David, “In my pros-
perity I Said, I shall never be moved. Lord, by thy
favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong:
thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled,” (Psalm


http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bible/asv.Rom.8.html#Rom.8.29
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Calvin Concluded...

30:6,7). He confesses that in prosperity his feelings
were dulled and blunted, so that, neglecting the
grace of God, on which alone he ought to have de-
pended, he leant to himself, and promised himself
perpetuity. If it so happened to this great prophet,
who of us should not fear and study caution?
Though in tranquillity they flatter themselves with
the idea of greater constancy and patience, yet, hum-
bled by adversity, they learn the deception. Believ-
ers, | say, warned by such proofs of their diseases,
make progress in humility, and, divesting themselves
of a depraved confidence in the flesh, betake them-
selves to the grace of God, and, when they have so
betaken themselves, experience the presence of the
divine power, in which is ample protection.

3. This Paul teaches when he says that tribu-
lation worketh patience, and patience experience.
God having promised that he will be with believers
in tribulation, they feel the truth of the promise;
while supported by his hand, they endure patiently.
This they could never do by their own strength. Pa-
tience, therefore, gives the saints an experimental
proof that God in reality furnishes the aid which he
has promised whenever there is need. Hence also
their faith is confirmed, for it were very ungrateful
not to expect that in future the truth of God will be,

as they have already found it, firm and constant. We
now see how many advantages are at once produced
by the cross. Overturning the overweening opinion
we form of our own virtue, and detecting the hypoc-
risy in which we delight, it removes our pernicious
carnal confidence, teaching us, when thus humbled,
to recline on God alone, so that we neither are op-
pressed nor despond. Then victory is followed by
hope, inasmuch as the Lord, by performing what he
has promised, establishes his truth in regard to the
future. Were these the only reasons, it is surely plain
how necessary it is for us to bear the cross. It is of no
little importance to be rid of your self-love, and
made fully conscious of your weakness; so im-
pressed with a sense of your weakness as to learn to
distrust yourself—to distrust yourself so as to trans-
fer your confidence to God, reclining on him with
such heartfelt confidence as to trust in his aid, and
continue invincible to the end, standing by his grace
so as to perceive that he is true to his promises, and
so assured of the certainty of his promises as to be
strong in hope.

Taken from On the Christian Life Ch. 3,(1-3)
“Of Bearing the Cross-One Branch of Self-Denial”,
by John Calvin.
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A big thank you is extended to

everyone who pitched in to help clean the
church these past weeks! There are still

more opportunities to share your cleaning

skills in the weeks to come. If you would

be interested in helping out in this area, just

" speak with or call Steve or Megan Boss at

(920) 946-2904.
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Ranch Dip

2 Tbsp. dry parsley flakes

1/2 tsp. pepper

1 Tbsp. onion salt

2 cups mayo

1 cup sour cream (add more to texture/taste)

1 tsp. garlic salt

L S SR G . .

1 tsp. salt

: Combine all. Let blend overnight. Chill for a few weeks.
. Great with carrots, broccoli, chips or crackers!

Megan Boss

“There is
nothing better
for a man than

to eat and
drink and tell
himself that his
labor is good.
This also I have
seen, that it is
from the hand
of God. For
who can have
enjoyment
without Him?”

Mark Yoar Calendars/

For those who may be interested in
attending Camp Westminster, please
mark your 2009 calendars. Camp will
be held Monday, August 3 to Friday,
August 7.
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Missions Presentation

Missionary to China Sam Folta will be at
Falls Presbyterian Church on Tuesday evening,
March 27th, at 6:30 p.m. Join us for a power
point presentation on Sam’s ministry in China
and Korea. Enjoy a time of fellowship and re-
freshment following the program. Don’t miss
out on his only area visit before his return to
China.

For more information or directions to the
church: email - fallsopc@sbcglobal.net or call -
262-255-1111.
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...don’t lose heart. Don’t believe the lie of Satan
that your toil is vain, empty and meaningless. Keep
serving in the joyful anticipation of God’s victory
and your reward!

If Christians at this hour will take up this chal-
lenge we can shine as stars in the midst of a dark and
depraved generation. We can shine the light of
Christ and show the way to men who are floundering
in despair. We can bring the hope of Christ to hope-
less people who have nowhere to turn. For the
church of Jesus Christ, the hour of crisis can become
an hour of opportunity. Will see redeem the oppor-
tunity that Jesus has given us?




Proclaiming the
Excellencies of our

[D) d #* Did you know that the name “Orthodox
Presbyterian Church” was first coined for our

Lord Jesus Christ. u denomination at the 5™ General Assembly of
The Monthly Newsletter K \iY the then titled “Presbyterian Church of Amer-
of Grace OPC ica” in February of 1939?

(p % Did you know that the decision to change the
Worship: Grace OPC
4930 Green Valley Lane, Q name occurred because the PCUSA (the old

church that we left) brought a case in civil court to force us to
Church Office Phone: 920-565-2160

Email: graceopc@tds.net change the name, and that the judge ruled in favor of the
briandejong@earthlink.net PCUSA?

I < [hat this was a weighty decision for us and a conclusion

CHECK OUT THE AUDIO: was reached only after 12 long hours of hashing out the
SERMONAUDIO.COM/ matter?
GRACESHEBOYGAN # That examples of other possibilities for the title in-
CHECK OUT THE WEBPAGE: cluded the Presbyterian Church of Christ, the Evangelical
OPC.ORG Presbyterian Church, and the Seceding Presbyterian
Church (of America)?

# Did you know that, “By one vote ‘Orthodox’ prevailed
over ‘Evangelical’' and the Orthodox Presbyterian
Gl{ A Church became the new name?
PRESEYTERIANG m RCH # Did you know that orthodox means “straight, correct,

true” in doctrine or worship?’

Taken from http://opc.org/today.html?history_id=6 ' (quote by Mark Knoll)
and * http.//opc.org/qa.html? question_id=39 .

[aco fa//aﬁ & fana /V/}h‘

Mark your calendars for the
upcoming Taco Supper & Game Night to
be held on Friday, March 27th starting at
6:30 p.m. Bring your favorite games as
well as a taco ingredient and a beverage

or dessert. There will be a sign up sheet
on the pastor’s door.



